
                  Sedbergh & District H istor y Society 
 

SDHS Constitution  2023                                                                                                       Page 1 

 
CONSTITUTION OF THE SOCIETY 
 
Text of the Constitution of the Society as approved at the Annual General Meeting held on 
Wednesday 4th October 2023. 

1 Name 
The name is the Sedbergh and District History Society ("The Society"). 

2 Aims of the Society 
The aims of the Society are to study, research, publish and stimulate interest in the history 
of Sedbergh, Garsdale and Dent (and adjoining areas) and history generally; and to organise 
a programme of lectures and events, including social events, each year to further these 
aims. 

3 Membership 
Memberships all be open to anyone who has an interest in the aims of the Society. 

4 President 
The members shall elect a president of the Society at an Annual General Meeting. 

5 Subscriptions 
There shall be four categories of subscriptions: students, individuals, family and overseas.  
Subscriptions shall be determined by a simple majority of the votes of the members 
attending the Annual General Meeting each year. 
 
Subscriptions shall be due on 1st October each year. If any member has not paid by 31st 
December in any year, their membership of the Society shall lapse. 
 
If the Committee believes any member or intending member to be in genuine hardship the 
subscription may be waived or reduced at the discretion of the Committee. 

6 Management 
The affairs of the Society shall be conducted by a Committee of members but will be 
subject to the directions of the members given in any Extraordinary General Meeting or 
Annual General Meeting. 
 
a) (i) The Committee shall have a minimum of 5 members 
b) (ii) The Committee shall consist of the officers and other members elected or   

appointed in accordance with paragraph (d). 
 
c) The officers shall be Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary, Membership Secretary, 

Treasurer, Event Secretary, Editor. 
 
d)  (i)The officers and other Committee members shall be elected at an annual general 

meeting of the Society and shall hold office until the following Annual General Meeting. 
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e) (ii) The Committee shall have power to co-opt Committee members and to co-opt 
officers to replace any who resign during the year as necessary. 

 
The Committee may establish such sub-Committees or working parties of the Society as 
the Committee shall consider appropriate and the Committee shall nominate the persons to 
serve thereon. 
No Committee member shall serve for more than three consecutive years. The rule may be 
waived by the decision of a simple majority of those present at the Annual General Meeting 
if no other nomination is received. 

7 Bank Accounts 
One or more bank or building society accounts shall be opened in the name of the Society 
at such bank/building society as shall be approved by the Committee by resolution. 
The Treasurer may sign cheques up to the sum of £250. The Treasurer and at least one of 
three other members of the Committee (who shall be appointed by resolution of the 
Committee) shall be authorised to make withdrawals and sign cheques more than £250 a 
mandate shall be given to the bank/building society accordingly. A copy of any authorising 
resolution signed by a chairman of the Society shall be a sufficient authority to the 
bank/building society. 

8 Media 
1) Approaches made by media 

(i). All approaches made by any media organisation requesting the views of or 
comments by the Society should be directed to the chairman only and if he is not 
available then to the vice-chairman 

(ii). All approaches to any media organisation giving the views of or comments by the 
Society shall be made by the chairman only and if he is not available then to the 
vice-chairman 

2) The chairman shall only express opinions representing those of the members of the 
Society after consultation with the secretary, other officers, and membership generally 
(as time shall permit) and shall only do so when reasonably satisfied that the majority of 
the membership share such views or are likely to do so. 

9 Annual General Meeting. 
Notice of Annual General Meetings shall be issued to members not less than 14 days 
before the proposed date of any such meeting.  
An Annual General Meeting shall be held in March when the chairman and/or secretary shall 
report upon the activities of the previous year; and the Treasurer's report and the annual 
statement of accounts to the previous 31st December shall be presented to the meeting for 
approval.  

10 Extraordinary General Meeting. 
An Extraordinary General Meeting of the Society may be called at any time by the majority 
of the members of the Committee on not less than 21 days’ notice or called within 28 days 
but on not less than 21 days’ notice after the receipt by the secretary of a request in writing 
to hold such a meeting that has been signed by not less than 20 members of the Society. 
Every such request should specify the business to be discussed and any resolutions to be 
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moved at the meeting. Amendments to a resolution may by moved at the Extraordinary 
General Meeting if notice in writing of the proposed amendment has been delivered to the 
secretary not less than 3 days before the date of the meeting. 
 
No other business shall be included on the agenda of the meeting than that so notified. 

11 Quorum 
No business other than the formal adjournment of the meeting shall be transacted at any 
annual general meeting or Extraordinary General Meeting unless a quorum is present. This 
shall consist of not less than 10 members of the Society. 

12 Resolutions 
All resolutions and any amendments thereto shall be decided by a simple majority of those 
present at any general meeting and in the case of a tie the chairman of the meeting shall 
have a casting vote. 

13 Committee Meetings 
The first meeting of the Committee after each Annual General Meeting shall be held as 
soon as practicable. Meetings during the year shall be held as the chairman and secretary 
deem necessary. The quorum of the Committee shall be four members, including at least 
one officer. 

14 Secretary 
The secretary shall be responsible for maintaining minutes of meetings of the Society and 
of the Committee. If the secretary is absent from the meeting the minutes shall be taken by 
such person as the Chairman shall nominate for that purpose. 

15 Treasurer 
The treasurer shall deal with all financial affairs of the Society and shall keep the Society's 
accounts which shall be audited by a person nominated by the Chairman. 
 
The income and assets of the Society shall be applied solely towards promoting the aims of 
the Society, and no part or parts thereof shall be paid or transferred to any member or 
members of the Society except in payment of legitimate expenses incurred on behalf of the 
Society. 

16 Archive 
The Committee shall have a duty to ensure that all papers, documents, books, photographs, 
and slides of the Society shall be adequately housed and stored at such place or places as 
the Committee by resolution shall nominate and to keep an up-to-date inventory of the 
contents of the archive which shall be available to members upon request. 
 
At least once in each calendar year the Committee shall review what is contained within the 
archive and the arrangements for housing and maintaining the archive. 
The Society shall not purchase original documents, but is authorised to pay for 
photocopies, transcripts or books or other artefacts relevant to the aims of the Society. 
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17 Editorial Panel 
The Editorial Panel shall consist of the Editor and at least two other members of the Society 
each of whom shall be appointed annually by the Committee.  

18 Journal and Publications 
At least once in each calendar year the Society shall endeavour to produce a journal of the 
Society containing such historical articles, particularly relating to aspects of the history of 
Sedbergh, Garsdale and Dent and their adjoining areas as the Editorial Panel of the Society 
shall consider appropriate. With the consent of the Committee, the Society shall also 
publish such other historical material as the editorial panel considers appropriate. 

19 Dissolution 
The Society may be dissolved only by a resolution passed by two-thirds of those present at 
an extraordinary general meeting called for the purpose of considering a dissolution. 
 
In the event of a dissolution, the archives of the Society shall forthwith be placed in the care 
of such record keeping agency decided upon by resolution at the extraordinary general 
meeting. All other assets shall be transferred to such an authority (including local authority) 
or organisation as shall appear to have aims similar to those of the Society and which shall 
have been decided upon by resolution at the Extraordinary General Meeting. 
 
None of the Society's assets shall be distributed amongst the last members of the Society. 

20 Amendments to the Constitution 
The Society's constitution may be changed or suspended only by way of resolution at an 
annual general meeting or an Extraordinary General Meeting. 
 
At least 21 days’ notice in writing before any Annual General Meeting or Extraordinary 
General Meeting shall be given to the secretary of any resolution to amend the Society's 
constitution. 


	1 Name
	2 Aims of the Society
	3 Membership
	4 President
	5 Subscriptions
	6 Management
	7 Bank Accounts
	8 Media
	9 Annual General Meeting.
	10 Extraordinary General Meeting.
	11 Quorum
	12 Resolutions
	13 Committee Meetings
	14 Secretary
	15 Treasurer
	16 Archive
	17 Editorial Panel
	18 Journal and Publications
	19 Dissolution
	20 Amendments to the Constitution

