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HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION OF FARMS
IN DENTDALE, 1934

by Raven Frankland

INTRODUCTION

Uintil his death in 1997, Raven Frankland was President of our Seciety. Even asa schoolboy, Raven had a keen interest
in local history and he wrote delailed descriptions of many farms and houses in Dentdale, Garsdale and
Ravenstonedale. These are historic documents in their own right and are worthy of a wider audience. Several of the
miore important properties were supported by accomplished pen and pencil drawings. For the purposes of this article
I have kept editorial intrusions to a minimum as the descriptions speak for themselves. Note only that Raven was
using the term “Dentdale” in its geographical sense as the dale of the River Dee, rather than in its narrower “political”
sense; thus he included Catholes in Marthwaite. When he made these studies he was seven teen; later in life he could
have expanded greatly on his descriptions of these buildings.

BIGGERSIDE

A big substantial looking living house situated between High Barth and High Hall with a flagged roof, grey
walls, and two large round chimneys. The front or southern side has sash windows most of which are
probably original. Two of the lower storey windows have got chamfered lintels which show no signs of
having had mullions. The porch, which is probably the same date as the rest of the house has got a dressed
stone lintel with the date 1690 carved on it. The jambs of the door are not of dressed stone. The western
gable has a large built out chimney in it. The lowest stage of the chimney is splayed, the next is square and
finally well above the level of the roof it becomes round. The western gable end has a corbelled out chimney
in it with a very large round top. There is an arch behind the fire place in the lower storey room at this end
of the house which was probably for an oven. ( Similar arches exist at Lunds and Hole House.) There is a
wing on the northern side of the house which has very low pitched roof which comes down very much
lower than the roofs on the main part of the house. In the apex of the gable a small corbelled out chimney
can be seen. It has been pulled down to the level of the roof. Half way down the eastern slope of the gable
there is a corbelled out chimney with a tall round top. There are slight indications that this gable
incorporates a much higher pitched one. There is a light window in the ground floor with a dressed stone
mullion and side stones. The rest is of undressed stone. In the interior there are some nice cak doors and
two fine corner cupboards probably also of oak. The farm belongs to Bentham of High Hall.



GALE GARTH

This whitewashed farmhouse is situated on the South side of Dentdale. Its windows are small but not of
dressed stone. There is a slight string course over the windows of the front or south side on ground floor
level. There is a big L wing projecting on the north side. All the chimneys have been rebuilt quite recently.
The front door is oak and has masses of oak pegs in it, as well as some nice ironwork. In the kitchen there
is some nice vak panelling with the following dates and initials on it. T. G. 1669, I. R. 1742 and 1864, Most
of the oak does not appear to be in situ. There is part of a cabinet over the fireplace in the same room. The

house is in very good repair and belongs to R. Burra of Gate. In the L wing there are some wooden
mullioned windows with leaded panes.




BURTON HILL ( One)

This farmhouse is situated between Hewthwaite and Leakeses and is overlooked by a steep hill covered
with woods. The house faces due north and at the back it is built into rising ground. The front has three
very heavily mullioned windows under moulded dripstones in the lower storey. One is a four light
window and the others are two light ones. There is also a built up porch which has a small round headed
window in it. In the kitchen there is a small cak wall cupboard with ,Ty 1655 on it. There is also an oak
partition in the passage. A piece has been added to the east end of the house. There is an ebb and flow well
in the yard. The house is in very good repair and belongs to R. Burra of Gate.

BURTON HILL ( Two )

The remains of a second house at Burton Hill exist in a barn. The southern gable has a corbelled out
chimney in it. The overhanging part on the outside of the gable has been removed and converted into a
pigeon cot. There are two one light dressed stone windows in both the East and West sides one in each
storey. Note: Christopher Burton was a yeoman at Burion Hiil in 1615.

HIGH BARTH

This farm house is situated amongst old trees between Hele House and Biggerside. Its windows are
mullioned but they do not appear to be very old. How old the house is it is almast impossible to say. In
the kitchen there is a cabinet, built into the wall, which has G, 1685 on it. There is another cabinet with T
1692 on it not built in, also in the kitchen. The C probably stands for Cragg as the farm has belonged to that
family for several generations and still does. The remains of part of a very low house are incorporated in a
building which joins onto the house. There is a very fine stone axe head, 8" long 3%" wide with a hole 2~
diameter preserved in the house. It is said that it came from Ireland.

LOW BARTH

This house situated a few hundred yards to the west of the present house is no longer inhabited but still has
a flagged roof on it. The front has large sash windows in it but these probably replace mullioned windows,
since one of this type exists, blocked up, in the front. The northemn side or back has wooden mullioned
windows with leaded panes. A piece has been added to the west end of the house at a later date. This
addition conceals a large corbelled out chimney which exists in the original west gable. There is a cellar at

the east end of the house which is completely below ground level. There is quite a lot of oak furniture in
the house including a dresser and 3 oak tables.

ROANTREE

This farm house, which is no longer inhabited, is situated high up on the hill above Hacra. The house is of
no great age as is shown by the fact that a barn attached to the west end of the house is older. The. windows
are quite small and of undressed stone. There is not much room in the house and, as was the custom in the

old days in these parts, the upper room is not ceiled but left open to the roof. There is still a very good roof
on the house,

GREEN RIGG ( One)

There are two ruined farm houses here, both of which are very ruinous.



The first house has a mullioned windowed front and is the older of the two. In the upper storey there are
two or three light windows. One has both mullions and the sill missing and the other has one mullion
missing. In the lower storey there is one single light dressed stone window and a three light window on
both sides of the door. There is a barn, apparently of the same age as the living house attached to the west
end but the gable end between the barn and the house has collapsed letting down about a third of the roof.
What remains is flagged and rigged with wrestlers, a method once common in Dent.

GREEN RIGG ( Two)

The second ruined house at Green Rigg is not as interesting as the first. Most of the south wall or front has
been taken down to within a few feet of the ground and lost. The east gable end and the back are perfect
but contain no architectural features. The west gable however has a corbelled out chimney in it. The west
end of the house is still roofed with flags and a tile rigging and has once been used as a barn. At the back
there is a lean to dairy also roofed. There are no signs of the house ever having had dressed stone windows.
The remaining walls are still in quite good repair.

CROSS HOUSE ( One)

This interesting dwelling house, no longer inhabited, is situated about two thirds of the way up the lane
which leads from the main road to the other two houses which are still inhabited, on the west side. The east
side is the front and it has some mullioned windows in it, all in their original condition except for one in
the lower storey which has been converted into a sash window, only the original lintel remaining. The
mullions are diamond shaped and some of the windows still retain their upright iron bars. The doorway is
not of dressed stone but it has a relieving arch. In the south gable there is a small corbelled out chimney,
which has been rebuilt and the projection removed. There is a string course over the windows in the front
and there are two single light windows in the ground floor of the south gable one of dressed stone. The roof
is flagged and is still in a fairly good state of repair although there are several holes in it. The wrestlers
forming the rigging have nearly all fallen off, allowing much rain to come in. In the partition separating the
two rooms on the ground floor there is a small oak cabinet dated 1774. It is now in a very poor state as much
of the oak has been used for firewood. There is a small panelled screen separating the dairy, at the south
west corner of the building from the kitchen. In one of the upstairs rooms there is a very dilapidated corner
cupboard. The rooms in the upper storey are divided by lath and plaster partitions and the rooms are not
ceiled. The walls are in fairly good repair but there are some bad cracks in the south gable. There are traces
of a built out oven below the corbelled out chimney. The farm belongs to G. A. Mason of London.

CORN CLOSE

This house is situated on a steep hill side on the south side of Dent between Gale Garth and Gawthrop. The
front of the house which faces north is whitewashed and has wooden mullioned and transomed windows,
those of the lower storey being under a rough string course. At the back the ground level corresponds to
that of the second floor and the old wall is hidden by a modern lean-to. At the front there is a large offset
composed of excepticnally large stones. The roof is flagged but is in a very poor state of repair as is all of
the house. This farm belongs to R. Burra of Gate.

HOLE HOUSE ( One)

This farm is situated some distance up a lane, which follows Blea Beck from the main road.

The house about to be described is situated behind the existing living and has not been inhabited since circa
1850. It is, however, covered with a flagged roof which is still in fairly good repair.

The front, which faces south, contains several two light mullioned windows, most of which still retain their
mullions. Tweo which are on the ground floor have been converted into doorways. The western gable end
contains a corbelled out chimney in a rather ruinous condition. In the eastern gable end in the lower storey
there is an arch for a brick oven. At the back a lean-to annexe has been made at a later date. This part has
recently been converted into a slaughter house and is in good repair. A porch with a red brick arch over its
door has been added to the front,



One of the beams in what used to be the kitchen is cased in oak panelling, to make smail cupboards. The
staircase which gives access to the upper storey is made of oak. The handrail is supported by well turned
balustrading. All the upper rooms are divided from each other by oak panelled partitions. The panelling
is mostly seventeenth century work with slightly moulded upright bars. At the top of the staircase there is
an oak cupboard and in the west gable end there is another.

The house belongs to Frank Cragg a yeoman at Hole House.

CORN CL.OSk

HOLE HOUSE ( Two )

This farm house is situated to the south west of the house, which has already been described.

It was built when the farm was bought by Shepherd from Steps End Cautley, about 1850. About 1917 it was
sold to Frank Cragg who is its present owner-cccupier. The house has sash windows and the back is built
inte rising ground. The front of the house is slated but most of the back is flagged.

THACKTHWAITE

This uninhabited house is situated at the top of an overgrown lane above Biggerside.

The front which faces east has a porch and contains some mullioned windows, those on the lower storey
being under a string course. The windows do not appear to be in sity as none of them are made completely
of dressed stone. The south gable end has a big corbelled chimney in it. A large amount of walling has
collapsed at the top of the western side of the gable. The back wall which is very much lower than the front
contains a few small undressed windows some of which still have a few leaded panes in them.

The roof is flagged but not in good repair. In the kitchen there are two much mutilated wall cupboards.



CATHOLES

This farm is situated at the Sedbergh end of the Dent valley, amongst old trees and picturesque farm
buildings.

The house is undoubtedly very old but as it is completely covered with cement it is impossible to say how
old it is or what style of building it has been. Probably the house has been added to more than once.

There used to be a very fine oak court cupboard in the house but it was taken out and is now at Coldbeck,
Ravenstonedale and belongs to Anthony Metcalfe-Gibson, who owned the farm, before it was sold to
Handley who is the present owner-occupier of the farm. The cabinet is dated 1634.

The roof of the house is flagged, and the whole building is in very good repair.

GIBBS HALL ( One)

Gibbs Hall is situated about 2 miles above Dent on the road which leads to Dent Station. The now
dilapidated Hall is built at the foot of a small quarry and is overhung by trees.

The house is now in a ruinous condition and it now appears to be used as a hen house.

The building is remarkable because of its three two light windows in the front with round heads, without
spandrels. However three of the windows also in the front have been made into sashes. An addition has
been made at the west end of the house. This part of the house no longer has any roof on it. In the north
wall of the addition there is a wooden mullicned window with leaded panes in it. The original west gable
end has a nice corbelled out chimney in it. At the back of the building there is a projection which contains
the larder and staircase. There are some square-headed mullioned windows with iron bars in them in this
part. The original part of the house still has a flagged roof and stone riggings on it. The roof is however in
a very poor state and at the east end of the house there are some enormous holes. If the roof is not repaired
the house will soon be a total ruin. However the walls of the house are in excellent repair and are extremely
well built.

In a near by farm building there is a blocked door with L S 1680 inscribed on it. L S stands for Leonard
Sedgwick. In the old days the property belonged to this family and they had tan pits on the estate. Until
about 1890 or 1900 the house was used as a shop but it has since decayed with much rapidity.

BACKSTONEGILL ( One)

Backstonegill is a solidly built cement-washed house without any special architectural features. The east
gable end contains a very small corbelled out chimney; and the chimney at the original west gable end may
also be corbelled out. The original house has small sash windows, and in one room is an eighteenth century
wall cupboard with raised panels; which is contemporaneous with the house. There is a small addition at
the west gable end.

In a nearby farm building there is a sill or lintel of a finely dressed mullioned window, serving as a lintel.



DEADLY DAYS IN STUART DENTDALE

by Francis W. Stacey

Any visitor to the graveyard around Dent Parish Church could hardly fail to notice its small size. If that
person then went on to consult the Parish Registers for burials he or she could equally not fail to be amazed
at the intensive use which has been made of such a small plot of land. Written evidence for interment there
survives only from 1611, but in the next two hundred years alone not far short of 7,000 burials took place
there. We do not know how long before 1611 it had been used for burials of the people of Dentdale, and
indeed at one time bodies are reputed to have been brought over a corpse road from neighbouring Garsdale,
though no doubt some people from the lower part of the valley were buried in Sedbergh. The records for
the main parish church at Sedbergh do indeed go back a further couple of decades than those of Dent, but
are very patchy, especially at times known to be cnes of heavy mortality. Perhaps the authorities found
themselves unable to cope with the proper keeping of records during the major epidemics known to have
devastated towns like Appleby, Carlisle, Kendal and Penrith during late Elizabethan days.

In 1623 Dentdale suffered a dramatic rise in deaths judging from the surviving records. What happened in
neighbouring Sedbergh we cannot tell for there is an ominous gap of five years in their records. Qur area
is not exceptional both in the number of casualties or in gaps in record keeping. It has been estimated that
Lancashire as a whole lost some 5% of its population in 1623 and the indications are that for Dentdale it was
far worse and could even have reached 10% [1].

If one studies the burial figures for Dent for a couple of decades after the records exist the general picture,
excluding the crisis year of 1623, is that some 36 persons a year were buried on average, at the rate of three
or four a month, with slightly higher figures for the period December to May, and lower in the summer and
early autumn. A very different picture emerges for 1623. At this period the year was regarded as running
from 25 March and in 1623 Old Style no fewer than some 140 persons were buried. Instead of the normal
thirteen to fifteen being buried in the four winter months of November, December, January and February
we suddenly find the total reaching 89, around six times the normal mortality. On some days more people
were being buried than in a normal month.

We do not know what the size of the population of Dentdale was at this time but it was probably of the
order 1,300 to 1,500. Instead of a deathrate of about 30 per 1,000 which might be expected we find a
temporary one of around 100 per 1,000. Research into mortality in the 83 Lancashire parishes at this date
has shown that only half a dozen experienced similar figures, although full evidence is lacking for many of
them [2]. Even worse figures have been calculated for some villages in the Lake District such as
Crosthwaite, Greystoke and St. Bees. The parish records for Kendal cover around four times the amount
of space for a normal year, but the burials are fairly evenly spread throughout the year. It was a bad year
too, for Kirkby Lonsdale.



It is most unfortunate that the Dent records only go back about a dozen years before these calamitous events
because it is impossible as a result to work out the ages of most of the victims. It would appear that in a
normal year about 40% of the burials would be those of “children” with a fair number of these being infants.
However, we can not be sure how “children” are defined and it is usually assumed that “son” and
“daughter” are normally under the age of eighteen. Of the sixty or so “children” buried in 1623 about half
can be demonstrated to be under the age of eleven. No particularly vulnerable age group is obvious and it
is possible that some children may have been buried without baptism and remain unrecorded, and indeed
they may not have been buried in the parish graveyard. In a few cases it is clear that the mother expired
soon afterwards. In a few cases other members of the immediate family also died at or about the same time.
John BURTON, for example, lost three sons in just under one year. Parents losing two children included
William HODGSON, Thomas HODGSON, Charles LINSEY, Thomas NELSON and Edmund
SMORTHWAITE. William HODGSON also lost his wife before expiring himself. A HAYGARTH husband
and wife were buried within four days of each other and another HAYGARTH and wife on successive days.
One wonders if there is any special significance in the statistics showing the burials of so many married
women. In a normal year one would expect about ten to be buried but in 1623 around fifty are recorded
against only about thirty men. In not a single case is the cause given and of course we have no way of

distinguishing between those who would have expired regardless of the particular cause or causes
operating in 1623,

As the registers tell us nothing directly about the causes of such heavy mortality it is necessary to investigate
some of the possibilities. Historians are agreed that England’s population was rising in late Tudor days and
as far as Dentdale is concerned the Registers show that in early Stuart days baptisms exceeded burials by
over one hundred in the decade 1611 to 1621 [3]. Itis possible to speculate whether the valley was actually
in a position to support any such increase in population. Almost everyone was involved in subsistence
farming with sales of animals, wool, hides and meat to pay rents and taxes. One surviving document shows
that under Queen Elizabeth, then royal owner of the Manor of Dent, an enquiry was ordered to investigate
the extent of unauthorised encroachments on manorial land and it seems likely that small holdings were
increasingly being established on less viable land higher up on the fells. Unfortunately we do not know
whether this enquiry led to a report or actually took place. We know, t00, that the Crown was trying to
discourage partible inheritance by which farms were subdivided between heirs and there is evidence that
such a practice was a long-continued custom in parts of the Dales. Any migration of surplus population
was discouraged by vagrancy laws and as yet there was no significant growth of industry or seaports. One
exception to this was the domestic woollen industry and we know that this was expanding locally at this
time. In an enquiry about a decade later there are two comments especially relevant in this context. One
question asked was “Are the defendant’s tenements and most of the inhabitants so small that most of their living
arises from their industry by knitting coarse stockings ?” One answer given was “If a tenant dies without a will his
tenement descends to his sons equally and if there are no sons, to the daughters equally, so that the tenements are much
divided and increased so that the inhabitants have to live by knitting coarse stockings” [4]. This industry was not
invariably in a flourishing condition, with demand dropping heavily at times, especially after high
mortality caused potential customers to cease purchases.

The inhabitants clearly did grow some grain crops as we know that there were several corn mills in the
valley [5]; but we also know that crops were badly affected by a succession of excessively wet summers and
cold winters. These occurred not just regionally but nationally and indeed in many parts of Europe [6].
Poor crops would drive up food prices and lead to attempts to obtain supplies from the east of the Pennines
where conditions might be better. There is some evidence even in otherwise reticent registers of widespread
malnutrition, even starvation ! Greystoke is often quoted for its examples of death from starvation or
movement from the village in search of sustenance {7). An entry in the Whittington Register of the death
of “a poore boy of Sedbridge” may have some significance in this respect. Many farmers accupied very small
plots with very fluctuating and uncertain yields.

It has been suggested that England north of Nottingham experienced the worst mortality with pastoral
areas above 600 feet and with more than 40 inches of rain being worst affected [8]. The excess of about one
hundred baptisms over burials in Dent for the decade 1611 to 1621 turned into a deficit of baptisms to
burials of some 75 in the next decade, whilst over the two following decades the population, by this
measure, only grew by an average of about one per year.

Dr Howson and others have argued that a period of high mortality was often soon followed by an increase
in the number of marriages and baptisms [9]. The argument runs that the number of tenements and the
amount of accommedation were limited and that therefore marriages tended to be delayed until a vacancy
occurred through the death of the male head of household. It is also stated that there would be a high
degree of remarriage of a surviving partner. The limited evidence for Dent gives litile support to this

contention although it was a phenomenon in France just as late marriage became very noteworthy in
Ireland.



1622 had also been a bad year and the number of marriages dropped to about one third of normal only to
recover to about 50% above normal by 1625. There has been some speculation that married couples at such
times delayed having families whilst it has also been suggested that prolonged malnutrition positively
inthibited children being conceived. In more normal times marriages were taking place in Dent at nearly
one a month, with fewer during certain periods of the year such as Lent and more in summer, possibly once
contracts of farming service or other apprenticeships were completed.

The number of baptisms was also affected. Typically some 45 children a year were baptised in the decade
before 1623, In 1623 itself only 31 were baptised - a drop of over 30% and in the following year only 38 were
baptised.

Much speculation, assertion and debate has surrounded the contribution of various diseases to the heavy
mortality. The important role of plague has been championed by various historians. There is naturally no
support for the scribe in a Whittington Register who saw the hand of God in the local outbreak of plague,
although he usefully numbered those who became ill and also those who succumbed. Contemporaries
were inclined to blame foul air linked to decomposition of animal matter. It was not until relatively recent
times that the connection with fleas carried by black rats was convincingly demonstrated. Sceptics however
have suggested that the black rat would not have found the climatic conditions of pastoral areas such as
Dentdale very congenial nor have appreciated the lack of abundance of grain. Other historians have tried
to put the blame firmly on to typhus but have been countered by those who assert that this disease is more
normal in crowded areas and usually spares the young. Obviously, an amalgam of causes must be to blame.
Plague was endemic and likely to break out at intervals throughout the region [10]. The existence of long
term malnutrition must have rendered large numbers of people vulnerable to a host of ailments ranging
from typhus to “malignant spotted fevers” and from influenza to intestinal disorders and dysentery.

Smallpox does not appear to have been important at this time. There were two major outbreaks of smallpox
in Dent in 1722 and 1750 and each is recorded as such. In 1722 there were 34 deaths attributed to smallpox
of whom 29 were children whilst in 1750, of 41 burials in a six month period, 32 were from smallpox and 29
were children. Dent also escaped the Great Plague of 1665 and was only slightly affected in some other
Stuart outbreaks of plague such as the one that is said to have carried off one third of the population of
Preston in 1631. We know nothing of existing medical provision locally to cope with such outbreaks of
illness and although work has been done on local provision of workhouses, research on the provision of
local charities for sick, aged and unemployed still needs to be tackled. It would be interesting to know more
about local life expectancy ( nationally estimated to be 30 for men and 33 for women ). We would also like
to know more about the size of land-holdings and the extent of poverty in the valley. The fact that the
number of deaths in March 1624 tumbled to four suggests that outright starvation can be ruled out but not
entirely eliminated. We would also like to know more about typical family size ( dividing baptisms by the
number of marriages gives us a figure of 3.7 ) but we do not know anything about the extent of remarriage
nor do we know enough about the age of marriage (usually thought to be in the mid to late twenties) as this

clearly can have a major effect on fertility and population,

NOTES AND REFERENCES
[1] A History of Plague in Lancashire by R SHARPE-FRANCE, 1938
[2] The Lancashire Population Crisis of 1623 by C D ROGERS, 1975
{3] The Age of Elizabeth by D M PALLISER, 1983

Historical Demography by M DRAKE, 1974
Cambridge Group for the History of Population and Social Structure

[4] Exemplification of Proceedings in the Exchequer 1634 - 1641 between WILLIAM WHITE, WILLIAM
STEPHENSON and JOHN PERKINS, Gentlemen, Complainants and WILLIAM TROTTER and others
Defendants, formerly belonging to Sedbergh Rural District Council, transcript, 1960 in the

Society’s Archive.

[5] For example, Gawthrop, Deepdale, Barth, Rash
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THE POST OFFICE IN SEDBERGH

by Ben Maunder

In 1820 Sedbergh was number four on the Kendal Penny Post route. At this time the Postmaster was
probably Mr William SPEIGHT. He is the first known Postmaster of Sedbergh and was also Innkeeper of
the Bull and Dog Inn, now the White Hart. He probably had his Post Office there. Most of what is known
about him comes from his gravestone in St. Andrew’s Church Yard, Sedbergh:

SACRED TO
THE MEMORY OF WILLIAM SPEIGHT
POST MASTER AND INN KEEPER IN THIS TOWN
WHO DIED APRIL 15TH 1823
AGED 32 YEARS

THIS STONE WAS ERECTED BY HIS WIDOW
MARGARET SPEIGHT

Sedbergh was made a receiving house for Kendal Penny Post in 1828 but before that a messenger was
employed privately by the Kendal Postmaster. After Mr SPEIGHT the next known Post Office in Sedbergh
was run by Mr Henry SYKES. He owned a large shop opposite Weavers Yard and east of the Bull Hotel,
where the Hotel’s Dining Room is now. This quote comes from Recollections of Sedbergh School and Town by
Julia Green Vigour;

" On the other side of the shop Mr and Mrs SYKES sold groceries, but the main thing was the Post
Office: this was beyond the shop and could only be reached from the outside where there was a three-
sided opening in which only one person could stand at a time. Those who wanted anything stood
here and knocked with a tiny iron knocker and Mrs SYKES' face would appear framed in the

opening.”

In 1851 Mr SYKES was 41 and described in the Census as ‘Grocer and Postmaster’. He lived in Main Street
above his shop with his wife, Jane and their five children; Margaret, aged 18, Samuel, aged 13, Hannah,
aged 11, Sarah Jane, aged 3 and Francis E., aged 1. Quite by chance I discovered the gravestones of the
SYKES' family in the graveyard of St. Andrew’s Church, Sedbergh. They read;
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SACRED TO THE MEMORY OF
HENRY SYKES, OF SEDBERGH
WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE
26TH NOV. 1861
THE
INTHE OF
DEATH

ALSO OF JANE, WIFE OF THE ABOVE
WHO DIED JAN. 28TH 1890,
AGED 7% YEARS

ALSO OF HANNAH MARY
DAUGHTER OF THE ABOVE WHO DIED
17TH MAY 1862 AGED 22 YEARS
AND WAS INTERRED
IN THE CHURCH YARD

ALS0 OF SARAH JANE
DAUGHTER OF THE ABOVE
WHO DIED JUNE 30TH 1874 AGED 26

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
SAMUEL SYKES
OF BINGLEY,

ELDEST SON OF HENRY SYKES,
SEDBERGH

BORN JANUARY 12TH 1838
DIED JULY 18TH 1889.

ALSO
AGNES ELLEN STONALL HIS WIFE
INTERRED IN THE CEMETERY

ALSO
GEORGINA FRANCIS LESLIE
DAUGHTER
BORN MAY 13TH 1867
DIED NOV. 15T 1928
INTERRED IN THE CEMETERY

YEARS

AND MARGARET NUNWEEK
THEIR DAUGHTER DIED AT RICHMOND
AUSTRALIA JULY 17TH 1882, AGED 49
YEARS.

CAROLINE JANE BRAMLEY WOOD
BORN SEPT. 15TH 1864
DIED MARCH 4TH 1935.

By 1855, Sedbergh was a Money Order Office.

Sometime in the 1860s, presumably after Mr SYKES had died, his shop became Mr R. JACKSON’s. At this
time the Post Office was moved to premises on the north side of the Market Square, west of the King’s Arms,
now the Posthorn Cafe. These premises had previously been a Tuck Shop owned by ‘Mother DILWORTH',
who is buried in 5t Andrew’s Churchyard.

In Recollections, Julia Green Vigour tells us that in 1870 the Post Office was moved from 'Mother
DILWORTH’s' old shop to Mr SWIDENBANK’s. Yet in the 1871 Census Mr William STAINTON was
described as Postmaster. So, was Mr SWIDENBANK only Postraster for a year, or was there just some
confusion over the name, and did only one of the two men exist ? Anyway the 1871 Census tells us that
somewhere between Weaver’s Yard and the Bull and Dog Inn ( now the White Hart ) William STAINTON,
aged 50, was Postmaster. There he lived with his wife, Isabella, also aged 50, and his four children; Thomas,
aged 26, grocer, Braithwaite, aged 24, a schoolmaster, Agnes, aged 20 and Jane, aged 13, a scholar.

There is a gravestone in St. Andrew’s Churchyard recording the death of Agnes Isabella STAINTON on 11
November 1915. Perhaps this is the gravestone of William STAINTON's daughter, Agnes. If so she would
have been 64 years old when she died and it Jooks as though she never married.

In 1870 Sedbergh became a Telegraph Office. It was a Rural Sorting Office from October 1872 and in 1881
the Post Office arrived at its present site.
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24-26 MAIN STREET, THE PRESENT SITE

It seems that between 1781 and 1818 a large holding of land including the site of 24-26 Main Street, Sedbergh
was owned by Rev Dr Edward OLIVER. For most of this time the land was occupied by John WALLAS and
Co. and later a Mrs HULL and Co. By 1820 this land had been split in two and the holding including the
24-26 Main Street site, had been sold to Mr John UPTON and was occupied by William HARRISON and Co.
The rest was sold to James DAVIS Esq. Mr UPTON later sold the land to Leonard CHAPMAN in 1824 or

1825, who oceupied the land himself..

In 1851 on this site there lived a Mr Edward METCALFE aged 29 who was an agricultural labourer. He
lived here with his wife Mary, aged 25 and his two sons; Michael, aged 2 and Henry whose age is not
recorded in the Census of 1851, at this time he was probably a very young baby.

By 1861 the METCALFEs were no longer on the site. Instead there lived Bella CAPSTICK and her family.
Bella was 77 years old and was widowed. She, her 71 year old sister, Catherine MIDDLETON, unmarried
and her daughter Agnes, 31, were all grocers and lived together on the site with Bella’s granddaughter Jane,
aged 15 and born in Newcastle.

Also on this site in 1861, but in a separate household to Bella CAPSTICK and family there lived Ann
SAVAGE a widow aged 37 who was also a grocer. She was the daughter of Leonard and Eleanor
CHAPMAN, owners of the site. At the time of the 1861 Census Mrs SAVAGE had a boarder called Joseph
Hayton INMAN. He was 27 years old and was a surgeon N.B.C.LE. originally from Firbank. As Mrs
Savage had this boarder it is likely that she ran the Temperance Hotel which by 1871 had been taken over
by Sythie METCALFE and family. Mrs Savage also employed a domestic servant called Mabel, aged 18.

The graves of Mrs Savage’s husband, mother and father are in St. Andrew’s Churchyard and their
headstone reads;

SACRED TQ THE MEMORY OF
ROBERT SAVAGE OF SEDBERGH
WHO DIED JUNE 8TH 1858, AGED 37 YEARS

ALSQ OF LEONARD CHAPMAN
FATHER IN LAW OF THE ABOVE WHO DIED
APRIL 26TH 1863 AGED 48 YEARS

ALSO OF ELEANOR CHAPMAN
HIs WIFE WHO DIED SEPTEMBER 26TH
1858, AGED 70 YEARS.

And on 12 June 1858 this entry appeared in the Births, Deaths and Marriages column of the Westmorland

Gazette;
“ On Tuesday last, at Sedbergh, after a long illness, aged 37 years, Mr Robert SAVAGE of that

place, Grocer and Ironmonger.”

In Post Office Yard, which was at this time known as Savage’s Yard, there were four residences belonging
to the BURROWSs, the TAYLORs, the SOUTHERNS and a 57 year old widow named Ellen DILWORTH. Mrs
DILWORTH was described as “a Hatter and Confectioner employing one man’. This is almost certainly the
aforementioned ‘Mother DILWORTH’ and the 1861 Census records her details before her tuck shop became

the Post Office later on in the 1860s.

So, ‘Mother DILWORTH's' tuck shop was in what is now Post Office Yard. Therefore, when her tuck shop
became the Post Office, it sat in the shadow of its home-to-be almost 20 years later. 'Mother DILWORTH’

died in December 1870.

By 1871 the building had become home to another set of METCALFEs. Perhaps they were related to the
previous family. The head of the family was Sythie, widow of Samuel METCALFE, who had died in August
of the previous year. She was 40 years old and was yet another grocer. She had a son and two daughters
who were all scholars; John, aged 11, Mary Ann Elizabeth, aged 8 and Jane Isabe), aged 4. Sythie also
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employed a domestic servant called Jane CAPSTICK aged 17 ( not to be confused with the Jane CAPSTICK
of 1861 }.

Several old photographs, printed in previous Sedbergh Historians, and a contemporary plan, see overleaf, of
the area show the site in about 1875 when it can be seen that the building was a Temperance Hotel, shop
(Sythie’s Grocers) and a cottage. On the photographs a sign on the Temperance Hotel clearly reads
‘METCALFE's Temperance Hotel’. So, though it doesn’t say it in the Census, both the shop and the hotel
belonged to Sythie. On the plan there is shown a row of three cottages in Post Office Yard, behind the
cottage which looks out onto Main Street. Today there is only one cottage, the others were demolished some
time after 1897 as a map of this date shows them still standing.

After the Census of 1871 was taken Sythie re-married to John ROBERTSON, a widower and Joiner of full
age who came from Orton, Westmorland. They were married by licence on 16 November 1871 and the
witnesses to their marriage were Robert and Martha FARRER, relatives of John ROBERTSON. The Parish
Records for the wedding tell us that Sythie’s father had been a Labourer named William SCARR, from
Hardraw, Yorkshire, and that John's father had been a Joiner named Williamm ROBERTSON.

In 1881 the Post Office arrived at its present day site. John ROBERTSON, aged 63, became the new Sub-
Postmaster of Sedbergh and also took over Sythie’s job as Grocer. By now John METCALFE had moved
away, possibly to Anfield, Liverpool, where he was buried. Also Jane CAPSTICK, the Domestic Servant,
had left. Mary Ann Elizabeth had now become a Post Office Assistant but Jane Isabel, aged 14, was still only
a scholar. In his home, on the day the Census was taken, John ROBERTSON had three boarders;
Christopher NEWBY a Post Office Civil Service Clerk and his wife Fannie, both aged 26 and Charles S.
Perkins, aged 31, a Minister of the Gospel. These three were most probably boarders in the Temperance
Hotel,

On 20 December 1888, at the age of 26, Mary Ann Elizabeth married Thomas BRIGGS, aged 30, a
Schoolmaster of Evenwood, near Bishop Auckland. He was the son of a farmer, John BRIGGS. The
witnesses to the wedding were John ROBERTSON and Jane Isabel METCALFE. Sadly, less than a year later,
Mary Ann Elizabeth died. She was buried in the graveyard at Cautley Methodist Chapel alongside her
father who had died more than 19 years earlier. Their gravestone reads:

IN MEMORY OF SAMUEL METCALFE
OF SEDBERGH
WHO DIED AUGLIST 15TH 1870
AGED 38 YEARS

MARY ANN ELIZABETH
DAUGHTER OF THE ABOVE
AND WIFE OF THOMAS BRIGGS, EVENWOOD
DIED NOV. 26 1889, AGED 27 YEARS.

The Westmorland Gazette entry for Mr METCALFE's death tells us his profession;
“On Monday the 15th inst., at Sedbergh, Mr Samuel METCALFE, butcher, aged 38 years.”

Jane Isabel now teok the place of her sister as Postal Assistant and by 1891 she was joined by Agnes FARRER
a niece of John ROBERTSON who had moved in with the family. By 1891 there was also a new Domestic
Servant, Agnes Isabelle WILSON, aged 20. At some point, before the Census of 1891, John ROBERTSON
became the owner of 24-26 Main Street and of Savage's Yard which then became known as Robertson’s
Yard.

A Photograph from the Sodiety’s Archive, but unfortunately not of sufficient quatity to reproduce here,

shows the building at about this time, By then the sign on the right hand side of the building, which in 1875
read ‘Metcalfe’s Temperance Hotel’ read instead, ‘Sedbergh Post Office’; had the Temperance Hotel gone ?
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It is possible that at this point the Temperance Hotel was moved further up the street to where Knight's
Shop is now as this was a Temperance Hotel within living memory.

At about the turn of the century Sedbergh got a new Postmistress. Her name was Caroline Ruth BOWLEY,
but she was known formally as Ruth. She took the place of John ROBERTSON as he presumably retired;
after all he was 83! It is most likely that at this point, John ROBERTSON and his family moved into a
cottage in ROBERTSON's Yard.

Caroline Ruth BALDWIN was born on 31 May 1864. She was the fifth of twelve children and was baptised
in London. She died aged 75 on 4 November 1939 in Simcoe, Ontario, Canada. On 29 May 1895, aged 31,
she married Ernest James BOWLEY in London where he worked as a Translator for the Post Office. Their
son, Exic, was born in Istington on 7 October 1896. After being married for only four years, Ernest died
tragically at the age of 35 on 13 July 1899 following an accident in a gymnasium. At this time the Post Office
offered Mrs BOWLEY the choice of a very small pension or a job. She decided to take the job and, after
training, was assigned to Sedbergh. She moved to Sedbergh with her young son Eric in May or June 1900
and lived and worked at the Post Office probably still with Jane Isabel METCALFE and perhaps Agnes
FARRER as Postal Assistants.

The first photograph ( see centre pages ) shows the Post Office with all its staff outside at the time of Mrs
BOWLEY. She was the lady sat on the chair holding the hand of her son, Eric. It is my guess that the lady
behind and to the right of Mrs BOWLEY is Jane Isabel METCALFE. It is also very possible that the old man
with a beard at the back right of the photograph is John ROBERTSON and that one of the other ladies could
be Agnes FARRER. Freda Trott says that the postman third from the left on the back row could be Herbert
FARROW, grandfather of Ronnie FARROW who lives in Sedbergh today. None of the other people on the
photograph have been identified.

On the fourth page of photographs there is a portrait of Mrs BOWLEY taken by R. GREENBANK in
Sedbergh. On 24 February 1903 Mrs BOWLEY married her second husband, George Henry FORT, a
Barrister from London, at 5t. Andrew’s Church, Sedbergh. He was already a friend of the family and
godfather of Eric. The following report was printed in the Westmorland Gazette on Friday 27 February
1503:

"INTERESTING WEDDING - It is nearly 20 years since a wedding attracted so large a
congregation as assembled in Sedbergh Parish Church on Tuesday morning and this in spite of
most unfavourable weather. The contracting parties were Mr G, H. FORT, Solicitor, London,
and Mrs C. R, BOWLEY, who for the past three years has been Postmistress at Sedbergh. During
her stay in Sedbergh Mrs BOWLEY has made herself extremely popular by her courtesy and
affability, and regret at her removal from the district, even under such happy circumstances is
general. Mr FORT, too, has made himself a welcome visitor to Sedbergh, where his generosity
has become proverbial. The advent of the bridal party was hailed by appropriate music on the
organ played by Mr J. B. HALL, organist, and the ceremony wes performed by the Rev D. §.
GUY, vicar. Mr H. C. FOWLER, London, acted as Best Man, and also gave the bride away. The
bridesmaid was Miss Lizzie BELL, Tebay, and she wore a beautiful gold hrooch, the gift of the
bridegroom. The bride was attired in a pretty dress of biscuit coloured silk poplin, trimmed with
white ostrich tips. As the parties left the church the organist played the “"Wedding March,” and
their appearance oulside was the signal for a heavy bombardment with rice and confeiti, The
bride’s presents included: Fish knives and forks, Sedbergh Post Office staff; Parisian tea service,
Mr and Mrs R. BURRA, Gate; chased silver cruet, Mr and Mrs W. G. BATHGATE; salt cellars,
Mr and Mrs T. GREENBANK; copper crumb tray and brush, Mr and Mrs . 5. M. IVESON;
picture, Mr and Mrs G. SEDGWICK; hand-painted plaque, Mr and Mrs |. J. MARTIN; case of
brushes and silver sugar scoop, Mr and Mrs ]. W. DOMONEY: silver napkin ring, Mr |,
WARD; table centre Mrs NORTON; inkstand, the Misses BRACKEN; glass dish and salt cellars
Mrs PARSONS; tea cosy, Miss L. BELL; inkstand, My and Mrs R. BURTON: blankets, Mr and
Mrs R. G. BRAITHWAITE; coal box, Mr and Mrs T. ASKEW: morocco purse, Mr M.
CAPSTICK; bread fork, Mr ]. MARSH; photo, Mrs R. EARROW; pair of jam spoons, Mrs L.C.
BURTON, rose vases, Mr |. BUSHBY; cream jug and sugar basin, Mrs HARDING; flower vase,
Mrs |. FAWCETT;, china figures, water bottle and glass, Mrs BLADES; table cloth Mrs and Miss
THOMAS, London; Vienna coffee still, Mr H. C. FOWLER; white clematis plants, Mr and Mrs
L.S. GREENBANK. The members of the Sedbergh Conservative Club presented Mr FORT with
a handsome case of beef carvers and steel on which was a silver plate suitably inscribed. In the
evening Mr and Mrs FORT entertained the Post Office staff and friends to a number of 50 to
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supper at the White Hart Hotel. Afterwards various congratulatory speeches were made, and an
excellent programme of yocal [sic] music was rendered by Mrs FORT, Miss THOMAS, Mrs J.
BUSHBY, Mrs ]. FAWCETT, Messrs M. TURNER, ]. DAVIDSON, R. GREENBANK, G. H.
FORT and J. . M. IVESON, the latter acting as accompanist, whilst Messrs ]. BLISHBY and
M. CAPSTICK recited.”

So, it seems that soon after the wedding, Mr and Mrs FORT and their family left Sedbergh, probably to go
back to London where Mr FORT had his business. On 2 January 1906, in London, Mrs FORT had a second
son, Arthur Emest FORT. On the fourth page of photographs there is one taken in mid 1906 in Finsbury
Park, North London which shows Mrs FORT holding her new baby Arthur Emest FORT on her lap
{ undoubtedly at his christening but no record was found ). Sat on her left is her son Eric, now aged nine,
and standing is George Henry FORT’s first son by his first marriage, Henry ( Harry ) Charles FORT, aged
about eleven. The family lived in London until 1912 when they emigrated to Canada.

In 1905 Sedbergh became a Sorting Office / Post Town.

After Mrs FORT had left Sedbergh, Jane Isabel METCALFE took over as Postmistress. As well as
Postmistress she had married as a 1906 Trades Directory tells us that the Postmistress of Sedbergh was Mrs
Jane Isabella NORTON. It seems she could well have been married at the time of Mr and Mrs FORT's
wedding as a Mrs NORTON was named on the presents list. As to what Mr NORTCN did and whether he
too lived at the Post Office, I don't know. Freda Trott has heard from past generations that Jane Isabel
METCALFE became Mrs NORTON and before very long reverted to her maiden name of Miss METCALFE
which explains why she is called Jane Isabel METCALFE on her gravestone.

This is the extract from the Trades Directory of 1906:

“SEDBERGH, YORKSHIRE.
Post, Parcels, Money Order, Telegraph Office and Savings Bank, Muin Streel; Mrs NORTON,
Postmistress. Letters arvive from all parts at 5am; letters and parcels from Carnforth at 8am;
letters and parcels from all parts at Spm. Despaiches at 8.30 and 10.30am and at 6pm; letters
only at 8pm, in summer, and 7.45pm in winter. Town deliveries begin at 6.30 and 8.45am and
6pm; country deliveries begin at 6am.”

The directory also gives John ROBERTSON's address as Post Office Yard. So by 1906 the yard had got its
present name.

On 27 August 1908 Sythie ROBERTSON died aged 78. The Westmorland Gazette gave the following report:

“ DEATH OF MRS J. ROBERTSON

Mrs ROBERTSON, wife of Mr John ROBERTSON, mother by a previous marriage of Miss
METCALFE the Sedbergh Postmistress, died Thursday of last week at the advanced age of 78.
Deceased had been in failing health for some time, but the end came with unexpected suddenness,
45 she had been out only a few days before. Much sympathy is felt with surviving relatives of the
deceased who are widely known and well respected in the district, in which she had spent almost
the whole of her long life. The funeral, which took place on Monday afternoon, was attended by
a large concourse of people. The first portion of the service was held in the Congregational
Chapel, the officiating ministers being the Rev R, DAVALSON and the Rev E. E. JOBLINGS.
Special hymns were sung by the choir.

It is interesting to note that Mrs Robertson is referred to as mother of Miss METCALFE. So, by the time her
mother died in August 1908 Jane Isabel had reverted to her maiden name of METCALFE. The 1891 Census
tells us that at that date Jane Isabel was still Miss METCALFE but by the time Mrs BOWLEY and Mr FORT
were married she was Mrs NORTON. She was still Mrs NORTON in 1906, but was Miss METCALFE again
by August 1908.

On the second page of photographs the top one shows the building in 1909 and appears to have been taken
from an upstairs window in the building where the White Hart now stands.

By 1911, 24, Main Street, previously a cottage, had become a shop and dwelling house ( notice that this
alteration had not occurred when the previous photograph was taken in 1909 ) . On the Main Street there
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was one shop window on the end of the building and next to it was the door into the shop which had a
large iron gate in front to stop burglars trying to gain entry through the shop into the Post Office next-door.
There was also a door on the side of the building into the shop and one on the back into the house above
the shop ( house, because it had two floors ). The shop and dwelling house were rented out to the three
BLACOW brothers who owned a men’s outfitters in partnership in Kendal. They branched out to Sedbergh
and the shop was run by Benjamin Richard BLACOW. On 19 February 1915 a lease on the building was
made for the term of 21 years to Mr William Arthur { Billy ) BLACOW and James Charles BLACOW to
commence from 12 May 1915 at the yearly rent of £26. Presumably it was leased to them by John
ROBERTSON and though the lease was in the name of William and James BLACOW it was always Benny
who ran the Sedbergh shop while his brothers worked at the shop in Kendal. Benny BLACOW was married
and had a son named Theodore. Freda Trott remembers his wife as a quiet, pale woman.

On 29 March 1916 John ROBERTSON died, aged 98. In lis will all the buildings that he owned in and
around Post Office Yard were left to Jane Isabel METCALFE for the rest of her life. The Westmorland Gazette
reported on Mr ROBERTSON's death:

“MR JOHN ROBERTSON, SEDBERGH.

By the death of Mr John ROBERTSON, of Sedbergh, which occurred at half-past eight on
Wednesday evening, Sedbergh has lost its oldest inhabitant, and Primitive Methodism, its oldest
local preacher. Deceased, who was 98Y: years of age last week, had been confined to the house for
nine weeks, senectus being the cause of death. He was afflicted by no form of disease, and had
always enjoyed wonderful health and strength. It is not so long since he was able to preach three
times one Sunday, and that in the open air, at Morecambe, and 3,000 people listened to him, and
hundreds of them shook hands with him, which was not to confer an honour on him, but to seize
one for themselves. The facts of his history are not sensational, but interesting. He was converted
In an united mission of Baptists, Wesleyans and Primitive Methodists, at the age of 22, previous
to which he had belonged fo the Established Church. At once he joined the Wesleyans. At 24 he
came upon the plan, so that he had been preaching for nearly 75 years. For 66 years his name had
been on the plan of the circuit in which he died.

In May 1917 & new family moved into 2, Post Office Yard. They were the IVESONs who moved to the yard
from Castlehaw Farm, Sedbergh. In 1914 Fred IVESON, a healthy man aged 30, had started up a butcher’s
business at the bottom of Joss Lane in Sedbergh with one of his brothers. When war came he was sent to
India and remained there until the war ended. However, when he returned his health had been ruined by
four years soldiering in the Indian climate. Meanwhile, while he was away his wife, Olive and his two
children, Rene and Bernard had been evicted from their family home. The only accommodation that Olive
could find and afford at that time was the cottage in Post Office Yard, owned by the Postmistress, Miss
METCALFE. The cottage was to be a temporary home until Fred returned from India. After an illness of
rheumatic fever or some such thing, Bernard IVESON died, two months later, while his father was stll
away, on 20 September 1917, aged 8. He was buried in the family plot in Sedbergh Cemetery. The
inscription on his gravestone reads “Jesus called a little child”.

In 1918 Fred IVESON returned to Sedbergh. He was an invalid, suffering from valvular heart disease and
was never able to return to his trade as a butcher. He lived off a partial disability pension of 15s a week and
spent most of his time playing billiards in the British Legion Club, now the cottage in King's Villas owned
by Tom WILSON, or hanging about in the street outside Metcalfe’s Shop. This area was known as ‘the
donkey (or monkey) stand’ as it was where all the old or unemployed men stood around. Sometimes he
would just go for short walks around Akay. Fred was a teetotaller which helped to stretch his pension out
but to increase the family income Rene used to take in sewing. Many people say that she was a very good
seamstress.
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For the IVESONs, Monday was ‘washing day’ and Clive would get up early in the moming to light the fire
under the boiler in the wash-house. Anything combustible was burnt and only ashes were put out for the
binman. Olive and Rene worked until mid-day to complete the washing and then it was hung in the Post
Office garden. This was much larger then, incorporating the space now used for parking the post vans.
Between the IVESON’s cottage and Post Office House was a small passage leading from the yard to the side
of the Post Office and then down on to the Main Street. It was known to some as ‘Bashful Alley’ and is still

there and used today.

On 14 September 1918 John METCALFE, the only son of Samuel METCALFE died, aged 58, and was buried
at Anfield, Liverpool. On 4 January 1926 Jane Isabel METCALFE died, also aged 58. This was the report in

the Westmorland Gazette:

* THE LATE MI55 METCALFE

There was a large attendance on Thursday at the funeral of Miss METCALFE, the first part of
the service being taken at the Congregational Church by the Rev W. Britten BUTTERS. The
hymn ‘O Love of God how strong and true’ was sung. Mrs MORPHET, the organist, played
approptiate music as the cortege left the church. Among those present were Mr ROBERTS,
Postmaster, Kendal, Mr ATKINSON, Superintendent, Kendal, and representatives of ail the
public bodies in Sedbergh, including all the available postal staff. The bearers were Messrs L. C.
BURTON, M. TURNER, H. W. FARROW and R. HUNTER ( Postmen ). There were many
floral tributes. Miss METCALFE had beent sub-Postmistress at Sedbergh for 30 years and was
looking forward to retiring, @ year hence, to her house, the building of which was not quite
completed, Miss METCALFE had been ill for some weeks but quite expected to get better. She
was a faithful servant of the postal authorities throughout her long term of office.”

I tracked down the family grave of the ROBERTSONs and METCALFEs. The gravestone reads;

IN LOVING MEMORY OF SYTHIE
THE BELOVED WIFE OF
JOHN ROBERTSON OF SEDBERGH
BORN MAY 11TH 1330
DIED ALIGUST 27TH 1908

ALSO OF THE ABOVE JOHN ROBERTSON
BORN SEPTEMBER 23RD 1817
DIED MARCH 29TH 1916

ALSO JOHN ONLY SON OF THE
LATE SAMUEL METCALFE OF SEDBERGH
BORN DEC. 18 1859 DIED SEP. 14 1918
INTERRED AT ANFIELD LIVERPOOL

ALSO JANE ISABEL
DAUGHTER OF SAMUEL METCALFE
BORN JANUARY 13TH 1867
DIED JANUARY 4TH 1926

On 28 April 1926 Sedbergh got a new Sub-Postmistress, this time a Miss E. F. WARD from Darlington. She
was from the north east and moved in above the Post Office with her mother, Mrs BLACK, who was buried
in Sedbergh,

A family called the GIBSONs had been living in number 1, Post Office Yard for some time. Hettie GIBSON,
whaose full maiden name was Esther Agnes BLADES had had an unfortunate marriage to Charlie GIBSON
and had been left to look after their three children, Charlie, Arnold and Nora. Arnold worked as a telegraph
boy in Sedbergh for Miss WARD having left school at 14. After this he became a Postman. Nora was
educated at Queen Elizabeth School, Kirkby Lonsdale and there she gained her “School Certificate” before
going into secretarial work. Hettie’s mother, Mrs BLADES, from Grayrigg, often visited her family in Post
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Office Yard. Hettie also had a sister in Kendal whose husband worked at Netherfield.

On 27 April 1927, all the buildings that were left to Jane Isabel METCALFE in John ROBERTSON's will were
sold to The Post Office for £2,100. The lower photograph on the second page is probably of about this time
and the two ladies on it, who are stood outside the Post Office have not been identified, although it is
thought that the one on the right of the picture could be Florrie BIRKHEAD who was a counter assistant in
the 19205 or 30s. The lady on the left could be Miss WARD. Compared with the photograph above, of 1909,
note that now the front of the building is much smarter having smaller neater windows with stained glass
sections and much straighter walls and, of course, a shop and dwelling house rather than just a cottage.

We know that the cottage had become a shop by 1911 because the BLACOWSs were renting it, however it is
possible that the other building work took place later. This is likely to be the building work on Miss
METCALFE’'s house, mentioned in the Westmorland Gazette report following her death and probably
included the straightening of the walls and the addition of the new windows.

In 1934 Miss Dorothy TROTTER came onto the scene. She was a local girl whose father ran Trotter’s Shop
opposite the Post Office { now Lowis’s ). She had been educated at Baliol Girls’ School in the town. To begin
with Miss TROTTER had a holiday job in the Post Office working four hours a day for the Postmistress,
Miss WARD. Soon afterwards there became a vacancy for a full time Post Office Assistant and Miss
TROTTER got the job. She tells me that in those days the Post Office was a dusty and filthy place.

In 1936, ten years after her arrival, Miss WARD either left Sedbergh Post Office or she died. After Miss
WARD Mr James HARDING became Postmaster. He was known as "Pop’ and lived in Post Office House
with his wife. Their front door and living room looked out into Post Office Yard. In his garden he keptbees.
Mr HARDING was a local man who had been in the First World War. His father had been a Gardener for
the BOUSTEADS at Settlebeck. Miss TROTTER continued to work in the Post Office for Mr HARDING and
at some time was joined by Jean WITHERS who lived on Castlegarth, Sedbergh.

On 25 July 1936 an agreement was made between The Post Office and Mr Benjamin Richard BLACOW that
he could rent the shop and dwelling house previously leased to Mr W. A. BLACOW and Mr J. C. BLACOW.
At the time of the agreement the lease had already started as from 12 May of that year ( which was the date
that the previous lease ran out ). The rent was agreed as before, £26 a year. At this time it is possible that
Benny BLACOW broke away from the parimership with his brothers at 17, Finkle Street, Kendal and ran his
own shop.

On 26 May 1937, Benny BLACOW’s wife, Christina, died aged 49 years. The announcement in the
Westmorland Gazelte read;

* BLACOW - On May 26th, Christina Anne, the beloved wife of Benjamin BLACOW, of 4
Vicarage Terrace, Kendal and Market Place, Sedbergh aged 48 years. - Interment Parkside Road
Cemetery, Kendal, Saturday 29 May 2.30pm, the cortege leaving Vicarage Terrace, 2.10pm -
Friends, please accept this, the only, intimation.”

This article seems to suggest that Mrs BLACOW lived at Kendal rather than Sedbergh and this ties in with
a lot of local people not being able to remember her. It is also most likely that Mr BLACOW (Benny ) spent
as much time as he could at his home in Kendal rather than at his shop and flat in Sedbergh.

In 1938 Rene IVESON gave birth to a son, Peter. Fred and Olive, Rene and Peter all continued to live
together in Post Office Yard. Throughout the war years Rene was a Postwoman.

Next door to the IVESONSs was the Telephone Exchange. It was run by a lady known to Peter IVESON as
*Auntie Martha’. Her name was Martha JACKSON and she came from Wickerslack near Shap. She lived
and worked at the Telephone Exchange along with her niece Dorothy JACKSON. Martha was a strong
Methodist and had a brother who was a well known local preacher at Wickerslack. Her father had also been
a preacher and so were some other members of the family. At the exchange ' Auntie Martha’ kept many cats,
one of which was called Moses. As the exchange had to be manned day and night there was a rota of
assistant telephone operators. One was from Penrith and another was a Welshman known as ‘Taffy".

The switchboard was in the room which overlooked the IVESON's steps so, when a doctor was required or
suchlike, all the IVESONs needed to de was tap on the window and the duty operator would make the call
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for them. The system was powered from the stable below and every few days, Len, the telephone engineer,
came to carry out repairs.

Much later, when the new automatic exchange was built on the site of the old National School, Dorothy
JACKSCN went to work in the Kendal Exchange. By then she was living in a wartime prefab on Maryfell.

On 28 February 1939 Benny BLACOW took on Geoffrey WILSON, aged 14, fresh out of school to work for
him. He taught Geoffrey the trade but in 1943, when he was 18, Geoffrey had to go to war.

During the second world war Charlie, Arnold and Nora GIBSON, from number 1, Post Office Yard, were
all away on war service. In about 1940 Arnold was evacuated from Dunkirk and while re-cuperating he
met ‘Doris’, a NAAFI girl from Whitley Bay. When he was recovered, Amold was sent to India where he
spent the rest of the war years. Despite that he and Doris kept in touch and they were married in 1945.
Nora served in the WAAF, where she met her husband, a Polish airman working in the meteorological
service. Later they had two children, Kriska and Michael. Armnold and Doris settled in Preston where
Amold worked his way up through the Post Office departments, retiring as Superintendent in 1978 after 45

years of service.

After the war Charlie GIBSON continued working as a cabinet maker in Sedbergh and lived in the town
with his wife Bella and son Terry. Hettie GIBSON worked in the kitchens at the National School in Sedbergh
and only retired when, aged at least 70 the school moved down to Settlebeck.

In the early 1940s few motor vehicles ever came into the yard. During the war there were only two mail
vans, both Morris Vans. One was larger than the other and was started by pressing a button on the floor of
the cab. However the vans were kept not in the yard but in a lock up garage in Braithwaite’s Yard. As well
as the two post vans, the van of the telephone engineer, Len, was often in the yard. The coalman, binman
and milkman all had horse drawn carts. There were many different milk rounds but the one from

Pedgecroft delivered in Post Office Yard.

During the war, when food was rationed, the inhabitants of Post Office Yard were registered to buy their
groceries from Metcalfe's Shop (now the Posthorn Café). Metcalfe’s was a huge shop which sold everything
and even had its own bakehouse where George LAW used to bake bread every day from the early hours of
the morning. At this time there used to be a building built across Metcalfe’s Yard from the back of the
telephone exchange to the bakehouse. It was called the Birdcage and was entered by a flight of steps on the
back wall of the exchange. It was a small cottage where a lady named Mrs CRAWFORD lived. She was a
relative of the comedian Sydney HOWARD, who used to visit her from time to time. Later the Birdcage was
used by the bakehouse for storing flour and Ruth McKAY used to talk about fetching sacks of flour from
here when she worked in the bakehouse with Ruth CONCHIE. The Birdcage was demolished in the 1950s

or early 60s.

Peter IVESON remembers that in the 1940s the town was lit by gas. After the war a man used to go around
the town at twilight lighting the gas lamps. There was a lamp on the corner of the exchange in Post Office
Yard. The gas pipe is still there as is one at the top of the alley on Bainbridge Road. In 1947 Mr HARDING
left the Post Office and purchased numbers 6 and 7, Settlebeck Cottages, Sedbergh from J. D. BETHAM for
£300. He lived in the cottages where he continued his hobby of bee keeping and died there in 1974.

After Mr HARDING left the Post Office Mr Percy WILLIAMS from Bury S$t. Edmunds became Postmaster.
He lived above the Post Office with his wife and they had two daughters who were both married and lived
at Bury St. Edmunds. Mr WILLIAMS also employed Dorothy TROTTER, and Jean WITHERS. However,
he was only Postmaster for a short time and left very soon to go to the head office at Brighton,

The next Postmaster was Mr Jack HEY. Sedbergh was his first Post Office and so he was keen to make a g0
of it. He also employed Miss TROTTER and a Miss PARK. Mr HEY was originally from Altrincham in
Manchester but moved to Sedbergh in Spring 1947 from Timperley in Cheshire. He lived with his wife,
Ada, his two children Beryl and Peter and his mother. She was in her 80s and had a dog called Boy. While
they were at the Post Office, she occupied the room directly above the HEY's living room. During the time
she spent in Sedbergh young Mrs HEY got on well with Nora PETERS. She was also a member of Bert
TROTTER’s choir. When they came to Sedbergh Beryl was 10 years old and her brother was 3. Peter
IVESON was a similar age te Beryl, and Peter HEY was a few years younger; the three of thern were all
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friends and played together in the yard. Bery! remembers how she and her friends used to play at the
bottom of Winder and in Akay Woods and she also recalls going to the dnema in Sedbergh, where Galliots
is now. She remembers that somewhere behind the Post Office garden somebody kept pigs and on one
occasion her brother fell into the pig swill. Beryl tells me that she used to help out in the Telephone
Exchange and that she had a job on one of the milk rounds.

During the time they were at Sedbergh, Beryl attended Kendal High Schoo! and her brother went to the
National School in Sedbergh. The first winter her family spent at Sedbergh was very bad and the school
bus struggled to get to Kendal on several occasions. To her this was a big contrast from living in
Altrincham. In the house, Bery! remembers that their Kitchen and Living Room were downstairs but they
had a lounge upstairs with two windows across the front of the building. Mrs HEY ( who is now 90) recalls
that the Post Office had a new fireplace put in her living room for her after she commented on the state of
the one that was there. She says that at that time the accommodation wasn't really very nice and recalls the
awkward galley-like kitchen. Interestingly, Beryl remembers that the telegraph boy was called Alan
JACKSON and she thinks that this is more than just a coincidence and in fact he is the same person as Alan
JACKSON, the Sedbergh Postmaster between 1974 and 1983,

It was during the time of the HEYs that quite a scandal took place in the Post Office. Each evening the mail
was taken from Sedbergh Post Office to the station by one of the Postmen where it was put on the train to
make its way to Preston. One particular evening there was a package in the mail addressed to a bank in
London in which there was contained £2,000 and somewhere between Sedbergh and Preston the package
disappeared. The crime was so serious that detectives were brought in and parts of fields around Pinfold
were dug up in search of the money. The robbery made headlines in all the national newspapers. However
the money was not found unti] years later when some of it was found hidden away in a rusty old milk tin
on the Golf Course. The thief was never found but many suspected a certain Postman whose job it had been
that night to deliver the mail to the station.

In 1951 the HEYs moved on to Skelwith Fold where Mr HEY was in charge of Ambleside Post Office. Mr
HEY retired from the Post Office in 1974 and he and his wife moved back into the Sedbergh area for a year;
they lived at the Vicarage at Firbank. They then moved to Amside where Mr HEY died on 27 September
1976. Mrs HEY then moved to Bamber Bridge to be nearer her family. She still lives there and is now 90
years old. Beryl, her daughter is 63 and lives with her husband at Walton le Dale.

In 1948, aged 23 Geoffrey WILSON returned from the war, 5 years after leaving. He continued to work for

Benny BLACOW but practically had to run the business by himself as Benny didn't do much work in the
shop.

During the early 1950s, starting at about the time the HEYs left the Post Office, alterations took place to
renovate the building, and downstairs the whole building was knocked through into one. In order for these
alterations to take place Benny BLACOW had to find new premises for his shop. This he did in acquiring
7, Finkle Street, Sedbergh. But he wasn't going to give up that easily, and insisted that the Post Office let
him keep his house. They did, and in 1949 The Post Office moved Mr BLACOW out of his house in order
to carry out the alterations. They made an inventory of everything in the house and paid for storage of it
all until Mr BLACOW could move back in. Meanwhile he lodged in various houses as his new shop was
far too small for him to live above. The work on the Post Office seemed to go on for ages, mainly because
the workmen were inadequately supervised and seemed to spend most of the day playing cards. This
annoyed Benny BLACOW and the Postmaster and his family very much. Despite the long length of time
taken for the alterations to take place the Post Office managed to keep running normally.

When the work was finished, with the present day front put on the Post Office, and the shop and sorting
office altered to its present day configurations, Benny BLACOW moved back in to his house. He had a
kitchen, sitting room and bedroom and his house spanned the left hand half of the upstairs of the Post
Office. In his sitting room he had a new beige tiled fireplace which he took great care of. Benny BLACOW
was quite a character and is remembered by some people in Sedbergh because he couldn’t pronounce his
‘Fs’. he used to say “ I like a bit of thish on a Thriday” (fish on a Friday). By the time the renovations were
finished, Sedbergh Post Office had become a Salary-Sub-Office,

There is a photograph, unfortunately too poor to reproduce which shows the building at the time of the
alterations. It shows the downstairs covered in corrugated iron and the upstairs totally open to Main Street.
Upstairs a man can be seen working. Between the two floors a sign can be seen with the word ‘SAVAGE’



on it. This sign actually read ‘SAVAGE’'S IRONMONGERS’ and was found undemeath the old shop front
of the Post Office. When it was found it looked almost new. Ann SAVAGE of 1861 must have had an
ironmongers as well as a grocers and perhaps a Temperance Hotel. Freda Trott remembers seeing the word
‘SAVAGE’ on the building when it was uncovered.

On 27 December 1954, Fred IVESON, of Post Office Yard, died. He is buried near his son in the cemetery.
In September 1957 Peter IVESON left Sedbergh and went into the Royal Air Force for his National Service.
After that he went to Oxford and then to work in London where he still lives and works today.

On 17 May 1959 Benny BLACOW died and was buried at Parkside Road Cemetery in Kendal with his wife.
The second of two announcements in the Westmorland Gazette read:

“ Late Mr B. R. BLACOW, Sedbergh
The death occurred on Sunday in a Kendal nursing home of Mr B. R. BLACOW, Main Street,
Sedbergh. MR BLACOW was 73 years of age and was a native of Kendal. He went to Sedbergh
47 years ago and carried on the business of clothier and outfitter. The funeral service was held
in St. Andrew’s Church, Sedbergh on Wednesday and was conducted by the Rev. T. E. T.
BURBERRY. The interment took place at Parkside Cemetery, Kendal. Mr BLACOW is

survived by one son.”

Now that the three BLACOW brothers were all dead, Benny’s nephew took over the business but Geoffrey
WILSON ran it until the shop in Sedbergh closed and all the business was transferred to Kendal. The house
over the Post Office remained empty until The Post Office knocked the whole of the upstairs through into
one flat for the Postmaster. Benny BLACOW's nephew, Jonathan still runs Blacow’s Men’s Qutfitters, now
in the Westmorland Shopping Centre in Kendal. Geoffrey WILSON is now retired, and lives on Fairholme,

Sedbergh.

After the HEYs a new family moved into Post Office House. They were the TOMLINSONS, Bill and Mia
and their two sons William and lan; Mia was Welsh., William was the elder of the two boys and was
probably educated at Kirkby Lonsdale. While they were at the Post Office Mr TOMLINSON started up a
social club for the Postmen in the building up the steps opposite the telephone exchange in Post Office Yard.
Once, much earlier, this building had been a Dame School which I believe was run by Julia Green VIGOUR,
author of ‘Recollections’. Mia TOMLINSON died of cancer and Bill died later after spending some time in

hospital.

The TOMLINSONS left in 1969 when Bill became Postmaster at a Post Office in Kendal. William became a
joiner and worked for Martindales’ in Kendal. At this time the position of Postmaster / Postmistress was
offered to be shared by both Dorothy TROTTER and Jean WITHERS but they turned down the offer. Jean
decided to move to Morecambe and Miss TROTTER retired, aged 56, after 35 years of service in Sedbergh
Post Office. The Post Office was then down graded from a Salary-Sub to just a Sub office. Miss Dorothy
TROTTER is now aged 86 and still lives on Highfield Road, Sedbergh.

On 2 August 1969 Arthur RICHARDSON became the new Sub-Postmaster of Sedbergh. Mr RICHARDSON
lived in the flat with his wife and family and I am told that he used to sell household items in the sorting
office. Mr RICHARDSON and his family left in the early 1970s. Until recently he still lived in the Sedbergh
area but now has moved nearer to Kendal.

On 1 September 1971 Olive IVESON died and was buried next to her husband. The announcement in the
Westmorland Gazette read:

“ IVESON - Sept 1 at Meathop Hospital, Olive IVESON, dearly loved wife of the late John Fred
IVESON, and dear mother of Rene, 2 Post Office Cottages, Sedbergh, aged 88 years - Funeral
at St. Andrew’s Church, Sedbergh, Saturday Sept. 3, af 2p.m. No letters please.”

On 9 September 1974 Alan JACKSON took over as Postmaster and lived in the flat with his wife and two
sons, Philip and Keith. In the early 1980s Mr Jackson fell ill and was taken into care. The Post Office was
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then run by a number of people until a new Postmaster could be found. Mr JACKSON died on 22 August
1983,
“ JACKSON - Aug. 22, at Beamsmoor, Alan JACKSON, aged 52 years, dearly loved father of
Keith and Philip much loved father in law and granddad of Daniel, Ben and Katie - Funeral
Service took place at St. Andrew’s Church, Sedbergh, on Thursday Aug. 25, at 2 p.m. prior
to cremation at Lancaster. Donations if desired to Cancer Research, cfo Barclays Bank,
Sedbergh.”

Cancer Research was a favourite charity of Alan JACKSON's and he set up a bottle for donations in the Post
Office. Sixteen years since his death the same bottle, named “Alan’s Bottle for Cancer Research”, is still
there and is well used, collecting about £800 for the charity every 18 months.

In the early 1980s Hettie GIBSON left 1, Post Office Yard to go and live nearer her family. She died a few
years later but her daughter, Nora still lives at Cheadle in Cheshire and Hettie’s daughter in law, Doris, now
a widow, lives at Walton le Dale, Preston. In the 1980s Theodore BLACOW ( Benny’s son ) died in London
but his son Malcolm still lives there.

On 3 October 1983 Alan James MAUNDER started his job as Postmaster of Sedbergh and became one of the
youngest Sub-Postmasters of the time, aged 34. He moved into the Flat with his wife Barbara, daughter
Elizabeth Jane ( Libby ), aged 5, and son Benjamin Allen { Ben ), aged 8 months. Before coming to Sedbergh
Mr MAUNDER had worked with his father-in-law in Stonewell Post Office, Lancaster and Lived at
Tewitfield near Carnforth. One of the photographs shows the Post Office on 3 May 1991 when the Queen
and The Duke of Edinburgh visited Sedbergh.

The lower photograph on the first page show the Post Office and its staff in 1992. From the left they are
David BAINES { now working at Baliol School ), Olive HARPER, Glen BOWMAN, Terry BROWNE, Alan
MAUNDER, Nick SCARR and Dennis ABBOTT ( now retired ). The photographs are taken from positions
similar to those of the earlier photograph printed above.

Rene IVESON died on 17 March 1998 aged 92. Her death put an end to what started as only a temporary
stay in Post Office Yard but actually lasted for 80 years. Rene and her family are buried in Sedbergh
Cemetery close behind the grave of John and Sythie ROBERTSON and Jane Isabel METCALFE. Really, it is
quite ironic that a lady who lived 80 years of her life in the shadow of Sedbergh Post Office is buried so close
to the gravestone of the Postmaster of Sedbergh who died only a matter of months before that term of 80
years started.

On 24 October 1998 Libby MAUNDER married Simon John RAW of Killington Hall at Sedbergh Methodist

Church. They have made their home at 10 Woodside Avenue, Sedbergh. Today Mr MAUNDER and his
wife still run the Post Office and live in Post Office Flat with their son, Ben ( the present author ).
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IN THE STEPS OF ADAM SEDGWICK
Part Two: A Scramble Through The Yoredales.

By Denis W. Sanderson

Adam Sedgwick spent the summer of 1830 working from his home in Dent. He had not intended to
come to Dent that Summer. On 21 October he wrote to Mrs Murchison describing his expeditions:
“Among the Cheviot Hills I worked hard for about ten days; and I did some good work in a small way on the Scotch
borders. Soon after I was attacked with indisposition; and in a great measure driven off the field, After making
one or two vain efforts among the Cumberland mountains 1 finally took shelter in my native valley.” There he
suffered from some typical Dent weather. “All the powers of the air”, he said, “were against me”, However
neither weather nor indisposition seemed to stop him. By October he was able to report that he had
“ransacked the hills from the ridge of Stainmoor to the heart of Craven”.

The result of this ransacking was the production of 2 longitudinal section of the geology between Pen-
y-ghent and Kirkby Stephen. He followed this with a series of transverse sections almost at right angles
to the west of his original line. The first of these ran through Ingleborough, Whernside, Great Coum,
Dent Crag, Barbondale and Barkin Fell. The result of all this effort was published as Description of a series
of Longitudinal and Transverse Sections through a Portion of the Carboniferous Chain between Penigent and
Kirkby Stephen, Transactions of the Geological Society of London, Second Series, Vol. IV 1836,

The sheer amount of foot-slogging involved in producing this work beggars the imagination. Not only
did he have to walk every one of his sections, but he had to cover the added mileage of getting to his
starting point each day. The work would also involve scrambling up gills and visiting quarries.
Sedgwick was even lowered down one of the Barbondale coal mines during which descent he carefully
measured the thickness of each layer of rock. The miners of his day had their own names for these layers
and in his published work Sedgwick made a plea for the retention of these old names. However it was
not to be.

Sedgwick’s contemporary John Phillips, Professor of Geology at King's College, London, was working
in Wensleydale, and it was his names for the rocks which passed into general use. In 1836 Phillips
published his book Hustrations of the Geology of Yorkshire; Part 1I, The Mountain Limestone District - John
Murray, London. In it he says, “We shall choose as a general standard of reference for this complex series of
rocks, that district where this character of complexity is the greatest. The upper end of Wensleydale is therefore
adopted. The total thickness of the upper limestone series is about one thousand feet:- constituting what I term
the YOREDALE SERIES.”
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Yoredale is an old name for Wensleydale and so we shall find lots of Wensleydale names cropping up in
our series of rocks. But what sort of rocks make up this Yoredale series ? Underlying the floor of
Dentdale is the Great Scar limestone. Its surface can be seen in the bed of the River Dee in the upper
part of the dale and it extends to a depth of at least six hundred feet. It slopes gently in a northerly
direction. The British Geological Survey map ( Hawes, Sheet 50 ) shows a dip of seven degrees at Dent
and fifteen at Gawthrop. The upper surface of this Great Scar Limestone falls from 1,100 feet in
Kingsdale to 900 feet in upper Deepdale, 700 feet in lower Deepdale, 500 feet at Dent and below ground
level in Garsdale. ( Garsdale Church is 721 feet above sea level. } Above this limestone comes the
Yoredale series consisting of layers of shale, flagstone and sandstone, followed by another layer of
limestone. This pattern is repeated over and over. Each unit is called a cyclothem and there are eleven
of them in Rise Hill. The typical Yoredale cyclothem starts with a limestone. This is followed by shale
which then gives way to a fine grained sandstone or flagstone. This in turn becomes a coarser more
massively bedded sandstone much used for building in the dales. Then comes another limestone and
the pattern is repeated.

What causes these repetitive patterns of rock ? The Great Scar Limestone was laid down in a shallow
tropical sea in Carboniferous times starting about 360 million years ago. It consists mainly of the
remains of sea creatures most of which were very small. Can you imagine the time needed to build up
600 feet of such deposits ? This was followed by an inrush of fresh water which buried the sea creatures
in mud. This became our first layer of shale and the lower parts are often rich in fossils. Geologists
believe that a great river flowed from the north creating a huge delta over our area, somewhat similar
to the Mississippi Delta of today. As the delta spread outwards into the sea the fine mud was carried
further and further out and so coarset and coarser silt and sand were deposited in our area. Eventually
the sea returned and limestone was created again. There have been two different theories to explain this
submerging of the delta by the sea. One is that sea levels rose, the other that the land subsided. The
latter seems to be accepted now. So we have an alternation of sea and delta with the delta building up
new layers of rock, but also spreading laterally and filling in old channels and building new ones. Some
of the sandstones were laid down very quickly in these channels and show the criss-cross patterns of
current bedding.

Both Sedgwick and Phillips were aware of the repetitive nature of these cyclothems. Phillips spent some
time on Whernside and was pleased to find a satisfactory correlation with his Wensleydale rocks, but it
was left to Sedgwick to work further eastwards down Dentdale and Garsdale until the Carboniferous
rocks met the Silurian and Ordovician strata at the Dent fault. Besides his longitudinal and lateral
sections Sedgwick also produced a vertical section showing all the rocks which were to become known
as the Yoredale series. We do not know exactly where he carried out these studies, which mines and
quarries he visited or which gills he climbed. 1 would like to think he used Flintergill. He must have
known this wooded ravine since childhood and played there as a boy as generations of Dent boys have
done since.

Not only this, but Flintergill was literally at the bottom of his garden and investigation of the stream bed
reveals that the lowest exposure of solid limestone occurs at this point. The stream was not always
bounded by a high wall as it is now. A drawing entitled "The Vicarage, Dent” by ]. A. Symington which
is on page 260 of W. Thompson’s Sedbergh, Garsdale and Dent shows steps leading down to the stream.
This is apparently how it was in 1892. There was previously a public water supply here which was
known as “Parson’s Spout”. My mother remembered village women carrying water from here and I can
remember there being a stone trough. Now Parson’s Spout is closed off by a door and both water and
trough are gone. There are also good geological reasons for choosing Flintergill. At 1800 feet it rises
higher on the hillside than almost any other stream and thetefore cuts through nearly the whole of the
Yoredale series. For the modern geologist or rambler it has the advantage of allowing a start from the
car park in Dent village.

I have called this a Scramble through the Yoredales and it is a scramble rather than a walk involving the
climbing or circumventing numerous waterfalls. From the main car park it is necessary to walk straight
ahead passing the new vicarage on the right. Keep going until the last houses have been left behind and
the road becomes a stony track. A few yards up the track it is possible to turn left and walk down to the
bed of the stream which here runs on the flat surface of the limestone. This is the lowest limestone of
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the Yoredale series and is called the Hawes limestone. For the really dedicated geologist it is possible to
explore downstream over several very slippery waterfalls as far as the back of Sedgwick’s home, the Old
Vicarage. This part is dry for much of the year, but it does not prevent the growth of slimy green algae
on most of the rocks. COne will also discover that the modern Dentonians have not abandoned their
ancient custom of throwing their rubbish in the beck.

Turning up-stream, walking on the surface of the Hawes limestone an impressive waterfall is
encountered. This has been cut through a layer of shale which can also be seen in the sides of the ravine,
This is very soft and can be broken with the fingers. Itis called the Gayle shale and the second layer of
limestone which forms the hard lip of the fall is the Gayle limestone. The fall can be climbed on the left
ot circumvented by returning to the track and going up through a gate. Above the fall we again have a
flat limestone surface to walk on but soon more shale is seen in the banks of the stream. This gradually
becomes a narrow shale canyon with high up in the sides evidence of the shale giving way to a harder
flagstone. Soon a waterfall in the shale is encountered. This is rather more tricky to climb as the shale
is both friable and slippery. Above this fall a tributary stream enters on the left falling down the whole
height of the ravine; this is Throstle Hall Gill. Above this point the bed of Flintergill may be completely
dry depending upon the weather. It is as well to remember that this stream can vary between bone dry
and a raging torrent powerful enough to move boulders.

Before long a second shale fall is met. This is more tricky to climb than the last one but two fallen trees
are a help and it can be climbed on the right or left. Not far above is another smaller fall in the shale.
Above these falls the shale continues but sandstone can be seen high up in the sides of the ravine.
Eventually we reach the level of the sandstone as it crosses the stream creating yet another waterfall
though this one may be dry. Above the fall is more shale in the banks and then we are climbing a slope
of huge boulders with limestone cliffs high on either hand. Where this limestone cosses the stream it
creates a square edged fall and upon climbing over it we find ourselves in an old quarry. This is called
the Hardraw Scar limestone as it is the same strata that creates the spectacular waterfall at Hardraw near
Hawes, though Sedgwick called it the Black Marble Group as it was quarried and polished for
decorative purposes. Whether this quarry was used for that purpose we cannot tell. A ruined limekiln
lies close by on the Flintergill track so at least some of the stone was used for lime burning. Inspection
of the quarry floor reveals unused shot-holes so perhaps it was abandoned quite suddenly. The floor is
flat and smooth and in my youth it was known as the “Dancing Flags.” According to my Grandmother
the fairies danced here at the full moon. However, she also told me that when a farmer threw a goose
down Gaping Gill it flew out of Ingleborough cave with its feathers burnt after its passage through the
infernal regions. At the time she was anxious to dissuade me from entering such places. To turn our
attention to more scientific matters we can see a distinct fault crossing the floor of the quarry. In the
quarry wall we can see that the downthrow is only about eight or nine inches so this is a mere crack
compared to the Dent Fault.

At this point in our scramble it is easy to leave the stream bed and continue up the track or return to
Dent. Once the first shale fall has been passed it is very difficult to climb out of the ravine and the safest
options are to continue or turn back. However, having reached the quarry the worst is over and we shall
continue, Above the quarry we can walk on limestone pavement for a short way but the solid rock is
soon covered by boulders. Sandstone can be seen high in the right bank but it is only about twenty feet
thick and we are soon back to limestone, The stream is generally dry but we soon find water sinking in
the bed. A little further on we find that this water comes from a resurgence in the left bank. Above this
the stream bed may well be dry again. The next fall has more moss than water as we are still on
limestone, but the final fall before leaving the weod is of a very hard sandstone. A fence crosses the
stream at the boundary of the wood but it is easy to stride over at the left hand end. Having done this
you are now out on the open fell and the going is much easier.

Although the fall at the top of the wood was sandstone the first fall on the open fell is limestone. This
is the Simonstone limestone named by Phillips after the small village to the north of Hawes. About
twenty yards further upstream from this fall an underground stream enters from a vertical joint in the
left bank. Above this resurgence the main stream bed may well be dry. However water will soon be
encountered again sinking into the limestone bed. The next point to look out for is a blocked cave
entrance in the right bank. Plastic bags and rocks have been used to close this sink. Water which sinks
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here re-emerges in Mill Beck and if allowed unrestricted access creates havoc in flood time by washing
stones and gravel out into one of the Millbeck pastures.

Continuing upstream we come to a very attractive waterfall. Here we leave the Simonstone limestone
and meet flagstone and sandstone. The water below the fall flows over very smooth flagstone. Above
the fall we find several small falls each consisting of hard sandstone. At a bend in the stream there are
minor faults in the rocks of the right bank. Layers of alternating sandstone and shale show the
displacement very clearly. We encounter another fault just below the Occupation Road bridge. This can
best be seen by standing on the bridge and looking downstream. The water flows over a hard straight
edge of sandstone but the opposite bank reveals shale. Looking along the line of this fault from the
bridge it can be seen to line up with a dry valley parallel to the stream and further away across the
Flintergill track it aligns with dips in the field walls, so this fault may run for some distance.

The hard sandstone continues upstream above the bridge to the next waterfall called Low Scouts Fall.
However a slight diversion to the west following the wall of the occupation road will reveal a row of
limestone shakeholes. The first actually has an open cave mouth leading down to an underground
stream. This is in line with the sign post at the junction of the Flintergill track with the Occupation Road.
Below the Occupation Road are a number of springs issuing from the limestone. The largest is called
“Doctor’s Spring”. The limestone extends about twenty to thirty yards below the Occupation Road.
Returning to Flintergill beck we can find no limestone at all. Somewhere between the stream and the
first shakehole must lie a major fault. Strahan’s original survey of 1883 shows the fault crossing the
stream between the bridge and the Low Scouts Fall. It is hard to see any direct evidence of this but a
dry valley to the east of the falls may be on the line of the fault. It is certain that the fault must cross the
stream because the continuation of this Middle Limestone to the east does not reach the stream but is
found further away and higher up the hillside.

Returning to the Low Scouts Fall we find that the lip of the fall is of hard sandstone with soft shale
above. This shale gradually gives way to a harder flagstone as the second of the Low Scouts Falls is
reached. Above these falls a dry stone wall has to be negotiated. Just above the wall is a small fall over
hard sandstone followed by yet more shale. Again this shale gives way to harder flagstones and finally
a very hard blocky sandstone as the Upper Scouts falls are reached.

Above the High Scout Falls on the east side of the stream is a ruined sheep fold. Strahan actually
mapped the previously mentioned fault as passing between the fold and the stream. It is hard to find
any evidence for this precision. Away from the stream no exposures of solid rock can be found until the
Megger Stones are reached about a quarter of a mile to the south-east. These are a row of caims built
upon an old sandstone quarry. This is the same sandstone as that which forms the High Scouts Fall. It
is very hard and coarse grained; an ideal building material. A short distance further to the south-east
on the same contour is Whaley’s Quarry where the remains of buildings can be seen below a face of the
same sandstone.

Continuing up Flintergill we find a tributary stream entering from the west; this is Gill Grange. Even
from a distance we can see that it has cut through a great thickness of shale. However, continuing to
follow Flintergill we come to another field wall. Just above this wall we encounter the layer of shale
seen in Gill Grange. We are now at an altitude of 1500 feet and position fixing becomes more difficult
on the relatively featureless fell-side. For this reason I used an altimeter of the type favoured by hang-
glider enthustasts. At 1550 feet we find another stream junction and keep to the left to a small fall in
hard sandstone at 1620 feet. Next we must look out for a small area of limestone in and around the
course of the stream. This is called the Underset Limestone and not far above it the stream divides
again. From this junction we can see a small fall over sandstone in the right hand stream so we will take
this route, We are now at 1700 feet and the stream has become little more than a gutter with no solid
geology to be seen. However, if we keep looking to the right of the stream we will spot the remains of
old coal pits. The 6 inch Ordnance Survey map labels this area “Stinking Holes” but whether that refers
to the pits or some natural feature is not clear.

Up hill from the coal pits we suddenly find that we no longer have a stream to follow. In fact there is a
line of ten springs along the 1800 foot contour. These springs are emerging from the base of the Main
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Limestone. If you head towards the field wall to the south-east you will find numerous shakeholes with
exposures of solid imestone. Only two are marked on the 6 inch map but there are many more. This
Main Limestone is about 100 feet thick extending between the 1800 and 1900 foot contours.

Above the Main Limestone lies what Sedgwick called the Great Shale extending from 1900 to 2100 feet.
Rainfall on the hillside has eroded a line of gullies in this impervious rock. This is the gathering ground
for the water which sinks into the Main Limestone to emerge below as the many sources of Flintergill.
In the face of Great Coum and extending round to the east is a narrow band of limestone known as the
Little Limestone but it is not found on the west side of Great Coumn or on Dent Crag. It is found on Rise
Hill encircling the summit of the hill with yet another limestone above it called the Crow Limestone but
this is not present on the south side of the dale.

We have now walked and scrambled through the entire Yoredale series as represented on the south side
of Dentdale. The cyclothems we have seen do not fit the standard type mentioned at the beginning of
this article. Some of the limestones are separated only by sandstone, others only by shale. Between the
Qccupation Road bridge and the Underset Limestone at 1650 feet we find four layers of sandstone
interrupted by three layers of shale with the Middle Limestone completely cut out by a fault. This fault
is surveyed as paralleling upper Flintergill, crossing below Great Coum and ending in Gastack Beck.
There are certainly faults in Gastack Beck but between there and Flintergill is a lot of open fell with little
solid rock to be seen. A great deal of investigation would be needed to confirm Strahan’s original survey
of 1883 upon which our current published geology maps are still based.

We have not reached the summit of Great Courn or Dent Crag. They are composed of Millstone Grit
which is not part of our Yoredale series. Looking up towards these summits we can see terraces formed
by the different layers of gritstone. They are called the Upper and Lower Howgate Edge Grits. They do
not lie conformably upon the Yoredale series. Before they were laid down the whole Askrigg Block was
tilted to the north, possibly at the creation of the Middle Craven Fault. A long period of erosion then
took place before the grit covered the Yoredale rocks. Although in our area the entire Yoredale series
separates the Millstone Grit from the Great Scar Limestone, at Greenhow the gritstone lies directly upon
the Great Scar Limestone without any intervening Yoredale rocks, such is the effect of the tilting and
erosion which has taken place.{(A. ]. Rowell and J. E. Scanlon -— The relation between the Yoredale series
and the Millstone Grit on the Askrigg Block - Proceedings of the Yorkshire Geological Society Vol. 31, Part
Two, No. 4, pages 79 to 90; 16 November 1957.)

If we travel westwards from Flintergill all these Yoredale rocks come to an abrupt end when they meet
the Dent Fauit in Barbondale. The following article is a continuation from “In the steps of Adam Sedgwick
- Part One” in Sedbergh Historian Vol. IV No. 2, pages 39 to 41.

THE DENT FAULT REVISITED
SOME NEW ( AND OLD ) INFORMATION.

On a recent visit to the British Geological Survey at Keyworth near Nottingham I was able to check their
records for any references to the Dent Fault which I might have previously missed. I found - The Dent
Fault System, Northern England - reinterpreted as a major obligue - slip fault zone; J. R. Underhill et al, Journal
of the Geological Society, London, Vol. 145, 1988, pages 303 to 316. The main findings of this report were
that whereas the Lakeland rocks had been up-lifted in relation to those of the Pennines at the southern
end of the fault { i. . Dent and Barbondale ); at the northern end the opposite was true. They concluded
therefore that the movement along the fauit had been rather like the opening of a pair of scissors with
some side-slipping of the two halves - hence the wording of their title.

Of greater interest to myself was the fact that they had traced the fault from above Barbon Fell House to
its meeting with Barkin Beck using VLF (Very Low Frequency) equipment and discovered that the fault
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traverses the hillside on a gentle diagonal rather than in the sudden turns shown on present maps.
Some maps even show a cross fault at right angles to the Dent Fault in order to account for the sudden

shift from fell-side to valley bottom.

Unfortunately, Dr Underhill and his team, having reached Short Gill Bridge, decided to move on to
Cautley and completely omit the rest of Barbondale, Dent and Garsdale. 1would very much like to have
seen a VLF survey of the slopes of Barkin to the north of Short Gill Bridge as this now remains the area
of greatest uncertainty, there being no solid geology to be seen anywhere on that hillside. It seemed to
me that the fault might be about half way up the hillside where small streams appeared to sink; however
these stream beds were nearly always dry. On a very wet day in January when many Kendal residents
were being flooded out of their homes I saw one of these streams running strongly, but by the following
mormning it was again completely dry. It is probable that the water is only sinking into the scree and
nunning beneath the stones and turf towards Barkin Beck. Dr Peter Hicks places the fault on the 900ft
contour on his 1957 map. (Peter Frank Hicks 1957 - Yoredale Series and Millstone Grit of the SW. corner of
the Askrigg Block - Edward Boyle Library, University of Leeds, Leeds 1520 9]T - one copy only. } Dr. Ian
Stimpson of Keele University who was a member of the VLF survey team says, “I suspect that Hicks”
interpretation is as good as anyone's” ( Personal communication ). The earliest actual survey of our area
was by A. Strahan in 1833. He wrote “The limestone rears vertically up, as may be seen in the bed of the Dee,
200yds west of Barth Bridge, and on the west side of Gawthrop. At the latter locality a small gill follows the actual
line of the fault, and shows shattered shales of the Coniston Limestone Series in its west, and Great Scar Limestone
in ifs east bank.” ( Memoirs of the Geological Survey - The Geology of the country around Ingleborough by J. R.
Dakyns, R. H. Tiddeman, V. Gunn and A. Strahan 1890, ) This is Haycote Gill, a tiny stream which flows
through a tangle of nettles, brambles and branches in Cragg Wood ( SD 689 373 )

At the top end of the wood the stream comes out of a field drain and descends a small waterfall. The
rock of this fall is Coniston Limestone and opposite the fall can be seen the shattered shales mentioned
by Strahan. Formerly known as the Coniston Limestone Series, these rocks are now called the Dent sub-
group. Here we are on the Gawthrop Inlier of Ordovician age. The Coniston Limestone actually forms
only a small part of the group, the main constituent being a fine mudstone which can be seen in the
waterfalls of the Helmside Inlier. As the stream leaves the wood it flows between Carboniferous
Limestone on the west bank and Coniston Limestone on the east. To distinguish between the two it is
necessary to examine broken surfaces, the Carboniferous rock being a pale grey and the Ordovician rock
being very dark and fine grained. Of course hydrochloric acid reacts with both. As Strahan pointed out,
the stream runs on the actual fault at this point. A short distance downstream from the wood there is a
powerful resurgence of underground water. M. K. Lyon writes, “The resurgence at Haycote, in Gawthrop
village, may be backed by a cave system over 1km long and deeper than 100m. At present the resurgence is used
as a water supply; exploration is hence prohibited, and water tracing inhibited. This could be a site of major
importance in the chronology of cave development, for the horizontal tunnels of the Barbondale caves and Bull Pot
of the Witches could be continued here at lower Ievels.” { The Limestones and Caves of North-West England edited
by A. C. Waltham - Chap. 12. - Pub. David and Charles. )

Exploration of the Dent fault can be carried out in a series of moderate walks - Aygill and lower
Barbondale - Upper Barbondale and Gawthrop -River Dee and Helmside - Holebeck Gill, Frostrow and

the Sedgwick Trail at Danny Bridge.

For anyone with a particular interest in the most powerful earthquake to occur along the fault, and
indeed the most powerful recorded in Britain, the reference is “Preliminary study of the North of England
Earthquake of August 9, 1970, - G. R. ). Browning - Nature Vol.228 Nov.28 1970”
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AKAY - THE STORY OF AN ESTATE

by Joyce Scobie

There is one house above all others which has stimulated much interest over the years. Not in its history,
few are aware how far back that goes, but on the dramatic way it was demolished. Many rumours abound
and it was to investigate these that I started looking into the beginnings of Akay. The first problem was that
throughout the ages it has had several spellings :- Aykehowe, Aikey, Aka, Ackey, Aickeye, Acka and more.
All these have a common meaning - aik “oak”, haw “hillside” and one of the first things to be discovered
was an old oak tree on the edge of Akay woods. This has been examined by Nick Brown of Sedbergh School
and a planting /seeding date of c1330 estimated [ 1 ].

The earliest reference found so far is in the 1405/6 Compotus Roll [ 2 ] which mentioned a plot called
“ Aykehowe” with a Fulling Mill; this was probably part of the later Millthrop Mill site. In 1469, there is an
entry on the Court Roll which shows John, son of Henry BLAND being granted one tenement in Aykow to
hold paying a gressum or entry fine of 24s [ 3 ]. This was quite a lot of money so it must have been
reasonably large.

The next reference we have is in the Muster Roll of 153% in which Rolande HERRISON of Ayco was
equipped with a “horse and harneys” [ 4 ].

In 1596 John MAYER, the Master of the Free Grammar School of Edward VI, that is, Sedbergh School, set
up a family trust together with Francis FAWCETT for his four sons, John junior, Robert, James and Daniel
and daughter Anne. Part of the trust includes “ALL THAT my Messuage with Tenement called Akay ... in
Marthwate in Sedbergh containing ...[ 14a ] ... of Land”. The other part concerned Thorns Hall [ 5 ].

It was William MAYER ( grandson of John } who sold the estate to John FAWCETT on 20 December 1633.
John was buried in June 1650 and in his will [ 6 ] he asked to be buried in Sedbergh Parish Church yard.
His son Jeffrey inherited Aykhaw. Jeffrey, who was born in 1621 at Swynridding, and his wife Elizabeth had
at least four children - John { born 1647 ), Jane ( 1648 ), Frances { 1655 ) and Robert (1657) reported in the
Parish Registers as being born at Eykaw, Ayka and Aykhaw. In the Hearth Tax Returns of 1664, 1672 and
1647, Jeffrey FAWCETT is shown as having two hearths on each occasion [ 7 . John became a carpenter and
inherited the property when his father died in 1680 [8 ]. In Jeffrey’s will he left “Bookes” worth 3s and “Usters
and fishing geare” worth 2s. The appraisement of the whole inventory was £48 195 6d.

The next information comes from the will of Jane FAWCETT, his widow, dated 1709 [ 9 ]. She left 10s to
John FAWCETT of Akay and his wife Elizabeth and 10s to his son Jeffrey. Smaller amounts were left to
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Frances FAWCETT and Elizabeth ( sister of Jeffrey ). In 1718, a marriage was arranged between John's son
Jeffrey and Agnes BRADLEY of Caplethwaite Mill. The settlement included a proportion of the Messuage
and Lands of Akay and the marriage was celebrated a year later [ 11 ]. John FAWCETT died in 1725 and he
left most of his possessions to his wife Elizabeth with his son Jeffery inheriting Akay [ 1¢]. Although Jeffrey
lived until 1754 the estate finally passed to John Morland of Caplethwaite Hall in 1735. It included "Two
Messuages, two Barns, two Stables, two Beasthouses, two Gardens, one Orchard, eight acres of Land, twelve acres of
Meadow, ter acres of Pasture, Common of Pasture for all Cattle and Common of Turbary with the appurtenances.....at

Meadar, tem acres o Pasture, Common of Fastire for ol Catlean Common o by il e pueninces:

John FAWCETT's wife Elizabeth FAWCETT remarried in 1736. Her second husband was a widower,
William SIMPSON of Dent Town. Two deeds found in the Combined Dent Charities records show him
living at Akay from 1736 until his death in 1744 [ 12 ]. Elizabeth died three months later and the inventory
drawn up values her personal estate at £19 2s 2d [ 13 1. The property passed to John MORLAND's son
Jacob in 1769 and Jacob’s son John in 1782 [ 11 ]. This John MORLAND married Mary UPTON of Ingmire
in 1785.

In 1753, Joseph SPEIGHT of Aykey died. Possibly he lived in one of the messuages mentioned above. His
total estate was £1 15s 6d of which he left one guinea each to his son Gyles and daughter Margaret Newton.
The rest went to his wife Margaret [ 14 1.

Gyles also received a bequest from Thomas LANCASTER of Settlebeck who left him his two volumed copy
of LOCK’s Reasonableness of Christianity and the Elucidation thereof. Presumably Joseph and later Gyles lived
in one of the cottages.

In 1786 Akay changed hands again, this time John MORLAND sold it to John WALLAS, Innkeeper of the
King’s Arms Inn in Sedbergh. On the reverse side of the Release is written “received from John WALLAS -
£462, signed john MORLAND" [ 11 1. John WALLAS was also a tenant at Pedgecroft under a letting
agreement with Sir Alan CHAMBRE dated 1806. This was a six year lease but he died before it had been
completed and his son Robert took over although the release of the legacy was not signed until 1818.

At the end of the eighteenth century a group of cotton spinners came from Skipton and built a Cotton
Spinning Mill at Millthrop on the site of an old Water Mill [ 15 ]. They did not themselves live in Sedbergh
but let the running of the mill out to John UPTON, son of a clothier from Hunslet in Leeds who also came
from Skipton. He and his son, James lived in cottages next to the mill. They remained tenants untif 1812
when the only surviving partner of the group died. Thereupon John UPTON decided to purchase the mill,
cottages and much of the adjacent land ( but not Akay ) for the sum of £4,750.

In 1824, Robert WALLAS sold the Akay estate to James, son of John UPTON for £1,500 [ 11]. Shortly after
James built a new house there “a simple squarish building of Georgian design” [ 15 ]. He proceeded to take out
a mortgage with a Mrs ROBINSON in 1826 for £2,000 and this was transferred several times in the next
twenty years, firstly to James DAVIS the Sedbergh Solicitor, then William Dawson LITTLEDALE and finally
John STAVELEY and Charles MILNE. He also borrowed £6,000 from a John SWAINSON of Halton,
Lancaster. His financial position did not improve and later he had to borrow some money from Lieutenant
INMAN of Birks House to repay SWAINSON using the Akay estate as security [ 11 ].

At the time of the 1841 Census he was living at Akay with his four daughters, Mary, Jane, Sarah and Martha,
one male servant and three female servants. The four Misses UPTON were well provided for and had been
left Thursgill in Soolbank and Cautley under the will of James DAVIS | 11 ]. By 1848, however Thomas
WEARING had foreclosed on the mortgage for Millthrop Mill and John STAVELEY on the Akay Estate and
immediately both properties came on the market.

LOT TWO ALL THAT Handsome and newly-erected Dwelling House called AKAY. Distant
about a quarter of a mile from Sedbergh, with the Stable, Coach House, Barn, Cowhouse, and other
Buildings, Garden, Orchard and Pleasure Ground and the land surrounding the House,
containing altogether 26a 1r 1lp statute measure be the same more or less. The House is well-
built and has a Dining Reom, Drawing Room and Breakfast Room on the ground floor: and is well
adapted for a genteel family; the Garden is neatly laid out and has a good Greenhouse in it. The
Orchard is well stocked with fruit trees. Sedbergh possesses the privilege of an excellent Grammar
School which is widely held in high reputation and is distant about 5 miles from Low Gill Station
on the Lancaster and Carlisle Ratlway; and the line of the North-Western Railway will pass the
town at a distance of about T mile. The Neighbourhood abounds with Trout streams and game.
[16]



Will of John FAWCETT of Aickaye, 31 May 1650

A typical will E.m ted for probate, from Lancashire Record Om_ Preston, The

wor Fwa written over mmﬁm_.w_ E s show: m._ thes ﬁ ople w orn by the
Consis Qn urt to see that E was carried out. Jo r: S% m._ Elder, the
witness an ﬁ ervisor was o m ecroft, and one om bergh’s leading citizens.




There is no mention of Akay in the 1851 Census but there is an entry in the appropriate area of Marthwaite
which states “Uninhabited”,

William INMAN of Garsdale Foot bought the estate in 1851 for £2,637 but did not keep it for very long,.
There is a Conveyance of 19 June 1852 in which William ROWLANDSON of Mansergh obtained the
property from Inman with “full purchase with timber and trees” for £2,875[11]

In the 1861 Census William ROWLANDSON is shown as a 70 year old bachelor who farmed 34 acres. His
sister Mary, 50, also unmarried, lived with him as a Housekeeper. Their 80 year old aurtt, Mrs Margaret
MASON, widow, was entered as a “Fundholder”. There were two male farm servants, one female servant
and a dairy maid . However, William died at the end of the following year and left Akay to his elder brother,
the Reverend John ROWLANDSON. This gentleman was living at Rigmaden Park as a visitor of Edward
WILSON. He had previously been a curate at Kirkby Lonsdale and later lived at Hollins, Mansergh [ 17 ]
He took possession of Akay in 1863 but obviously had no interest in the estate and almost immediately
assigned it { 1864 Jto his younger brother Richard. Richard died the following year and as he was a widower
and had had no children the Akay House and FEstate were left to Mary, the sister of the three brothers.
According to an Inland Revenue return the property tax due on the house was £40 and on the whole estate
a total of £169 [ 11 1. The elderly aunt still soldiered on and at the time of the 1871 Census was still living
with her niece at Akay Lodge and had reached the ripe old age of 92. By 1891, Mary was employing a
Companion, Margaret BUCK a lady from Suffolk.

Not a great deal can be discovered about Mary ROWLANDSON. It appears that she led a very quiet life.
However she certainly had a soft spot for children, although being a spinster she had none of her own, and
made a series of donations to the various schools in the area [ 18 ]. From Charity Commissioners Records
it appears that she donated £300 to the Girls’ National School Sedbergh in 1867 to be used to raise the salary
of the school mistress. This was followed in 1875 by £200 for the School Master and this order was
witnessed by her Gardener James ANDERSON. Later, in her will dated 12 October 1892 she left £200 to
Cautley School and in addition £10 was to be spent “on  Tea for the boys and girls of the National and Sunday
Schools and any elderly persons the vicar thinks fit”. James ANDERSON, together with other servants, received
nineteen guineas “and if still in my service ... then I also give him a suit of mourning” [ 11 ].

Mary ROWLANDSON died in 1892 and the house was once again put on the market. In 1893 it was
purchased by the local Chemist and Druggist, Charles Edward TAYLOR. His father had been a Com
Merchant in Lancaster. The 1891 Census shows him living in Main Street with his wife Alice, son Charles
Edgar, two daughters Emmeline and Elizabeth, a scholar from Nantwich and a domestic servant but later
another daughter Kathleen, was born,

By now the estate included “2 Mansion House, Lands, Gardens and Hereditamenits” and was sold for £4,794 18s
7d. Mr TAYLOR lost no time in giving Mr John SUNTER notice “to gquit the Barns, Shippon and Land” which
he held as tenant | 11 .

A few years later (1901 ? ) Mr TAYLOR proceeded to etect a large mansion facing to the east, twice the size
of the previous house and incorporating some of that building in it. He laid out gardens, improved the
orchard and bought more land notably (in 1919 ) “ALL THAT Close or Inclosure of Land called Hall Garth ...
adjoining to the highway leading from Sedbergh to Dent on the East to the ground formerly belonging to W.
RAWLINSON but now fo the purchaser on the north and west. And to another inclosure formerly belonging to the
Vicar of Sedbergh but now to DOVER and called Far Hall Garth on the south ... [ 42 3r 6ép ... is now in the
occupation of Mr A. L. GLADSTONE of Brackengill as a cricket field together with the appurtenances ... except ...

the pavilion ... right of owners to remove same” [ 11]. The cricket field was sold by Rev. WALKER to TAYLOR
for £1,000.

The life style of the occupants of Akay Lodge was much grander then previously. The main drive had
omamental trees and there were many improvements to the gardens. It was said, rather enviously, that the
Misses TAYLOR always wore fur coats. Mr TAYLOR died in November 1924 ( aged 70 ) and the family
decided to put Akay Lodge and contents up for sale. [t was advertised as,

" This exceptional Attractive Stnall Freehold Country Estate consisting of a well appointed
modern Residence ( 400 ft above Sea Level ) in first cluss condition, providing 5 Reception
Rooms, 8 Principal and 5 Servants Bedchambers, 2 Bathrooms, Convenient Domestic
Department, delightfully disposed Gardens and Grounds, Entrance Lodge, Cricket Field,

Pasture Land, Garages and a small range of Farm Buildings, the whole extending to about 31
acres with wide river frontage”
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At the same time there was to be a public auction of Furnishings, Old and Modern China and Pottery,
Ormmamental Objects, Valuable Silver and Plated Goods, Books, Pictures, Bed and Table Linen and Qutside
Effects. This was held over three days starting on Monday 6 December 1926 [ 19 ].

There was a wide variety of omamental objects which fetched quite large sums - a “massive metal circular
gong with beater hanging on a carved broum ogk stand surmounted by an octagonal card tray” cost £3 9s 0d, the
Beckstein Boudoir Grand Piano went for £79 3s 0d and a “Nautilus” spoon warmer was 4s 6d. Many of
the carpets, curtains and furniture were much cheaper.

The house however was not sold immediately. Once again, it was uninhabited and the grounds left without
attention. Local children sneaked in and played in the spooky surroundings, hiding in the remains of the
Ha-Ha and the woods. Others, curious to see the house at close quarters wandered off the public footpath
through Akay Straits to peer in through the windows though many still felt a reluctance to walk up the main
drive and through the stone gateway { which still remains ).

An interesting map has been discovered [ 20 ] in Cumbria Record Office, Kendal showing the plan of an
“Akay” Sedbergh Estate. This shows a proposed development of a cul-de-sac of 35 plots between the
Sedbergh School grounds of School House and the Akay estate. Who was responsible for having this drawn
up is a mystery - it was a period when council house building was booming. However, it did not go ahead
and Sedbergh School - possibly to forestall any future development so near to the school - put in an offer
for Akay. The minutes of a small committee meeting of the Governors held on 4 June 1936 and a report in
The Sedberghian [ 21 ] states that the School’s offer of £2,700 for the Akay Estate had been accepted by the
Trustees of the estate and approved by the Board of Education. The Estate included the House,
Outbuildings, Grounds, Cricket Field, a field with the summer house, woodland with half the river and
lands including meadow and pasture adding up to just over 31 acres.

The Bursar was instructed to insure the Mansion against fire for £1,500 and the Lodge for its replacement
value. The committee thought “that the Governors would be prepared to consider applications from members of the
staff to lease land for building purposes between the School and Akay Lodge”.

The purchase of the Akay property was completed on 24 June 1936 but the sale did not go through
smoothly. At a further committee meeting it was reported that “the vendors of Akay had failed to give the
Governors vacant possession of the land as promised on completion. The land was in the occupation of Mr Matthew
DINSDALE. Every effort was being made to find a solution of the difficulty. In the case of the lodge, the occupier Mr
George BAINBRIDGE had been informed that the Governors might require possession at any time but that in the
meantime his service occupation would be continued on the same ferms as the previous owners had allowed him”.

At a further meeting it was reported that “after protracted negotiations the original owners had admitted liability
for not handing over the Akay property with vacant possession. ... They had met Mr MOUNTAIN and the tenant
Mr DINSDALE to see if they could come to terms. The latter offered to give up his tenancy for £60. Mr TAYLOR
for the Owners, refused”. After more discussion a later minute stated that “the original owners of the Akay
property had now settled with Mr DINSDALE and that he had cleared all his stock and given vacant possession by
23 October”. Not willing to give up too easily he did ask for the rent to be waived from 24 June but was
unsuccessful.

Now that was out of the way, the committee after visiting the property and inspecting the gardens decided
that Messrs AUSTIN AND PALEY be asked to make a block plan of the mansion and to report on the
question how far it could be utilised if another building be tacked on to it, or alternatively, on the possibility
of dividing it into two houses. They also discussed the desirability of thinning down the plantation and of
selling some of the timber. The Order for vesting the Akay property in official Trustee of Charity Lands was
sealed 25 August 1936 [ 21 ].

Early in 1938 Mr BURRA and Mr MARSHALL were asked to look into possibility of demolishing the
building - no reasons given - and they reported back to the Governors in May 1938 recommending that
Akay House should be sold for demolition. Seven offers were received in respect of the land and Mr
MASON's offer of £40 was accepted. A Mr EAGLES enquired about the possibility of purchasing or renting
a part of Akay but it was generally agreed that no such idea could be entertained. It was then formally
resobved “That the residence at Akay be sold for demolition and that Messrs KIDD of Penrith be asked to report”.

The Sale of Fixtures and Fittings by Auction took place on Wednesday 14 September 1938 and attracted
buyers from near and far [ 22 ]. All the expensive mahogany woodwork, oak panelling and staircase, oak
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and pine panelled doors and window frames came under the hammer. Kitchen and bathroom fittings,
shelves, cupboards and skirting boards were included. Later, the fabric was sold - brick and stonework,
joists and roof timbers — everything ! The Society has a photocopy of the Sale Brochure in which a buyer
has written down the amounts which many of the items were sold for. The distinctive wrought iron
weather vane and copper covered cupola with lightning conductor was sold for £3 10s {d, and the
Westmorland roofing slates were sold for £200. The main staircase made of oak went for £23 10s 0d.
Successful bidders had until 31 January 1939 te remove their purchases.

In the end, it was WALTER AND CO ( OLDHAM ) Litd who were given the contract for the actual
demolition which was signed 28 July 1938. The purchase price was £250 and this included the stone
balustrading in the garden and a wrought iron gate. The demolition work had to be completed within
twelve calendar months “provided the work is not interfered with by inclement weather” and it was agreed that
in order for the site to be left as level as possible, debris could be tipped into cellars and basements up to
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Plan of the proposed new estate, never built, to the north of Akay House
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ground level. After the job was completed ( February 1939 ) the Chairman and others “expressed satisfaction
with the manner in which the Akay Mansion had been demolished: it was better than they had anticipated” 1[ 21 ]

And so ends the story of Akay. A sad ending with only a few stone gateposts, some mosaic flooring (badly
damaged and disappearing fast as walkers take small mementos) and an old Ha-Ha remaining of a once
great house. Now the woods are managed with new planting, the owls hunt nightly and the old oak still
stands there witnessing the passage of time and the follies of man.

I have had a lot of help in researching the Akay Estate and thanks are due to Sedbergh School including

Elspeth Griffiths, Nick Brown and Peter Whittaker and the other “informants” Christopher Hollett, Freda
Trott, Barbara Morrison.
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THOMAS HADWEN ALIAS THOMAS WARD
Of Howgill ( 1848 to 1921 )

By Judith M. S. Robinson

In the course of researching the ATKINSON family of Crosedale Beck, I came across something which began
as a small puzzle and unfolded into the intriguing story of a brave woman and of her son, who was
christened at Howgill Church privately and buried at the same Church under a different name, to public
acclaim.

The initial puzzle was the identity of Thomas WARD who married Agnes ATKINSON of Crosedale Beck,
Howsgill, in September 1871, In the Marriage Register, he was described as “Thomas WARD, farmer of
Howgill, son of John”. Thomas farmed Low Branthwaites in Howgill, which had previously been farmed
by John WARD, until his death in 1869. At first sight it seemed to be an obvious case of son following father.

But the 1871 Census records show that a few months before his marriage, Thomas WARD was living at Low
Branthwaites with his mother, “Elizabeth HADWIN, Widow”. While Elizabeth was born in Sedbergh,
Thomas's birthplace was given as Kendal. Moreover, John WARD was a bachelor. Preliminary searches
revealed the christening of “Thomas, son of Elizabeth HADWEN" at Howgill in 1848 and, in the 1861
Census, Elizabeth HADWEN described as “Widow aged 44 Lady / Indep. Landed Proprietor, bom
Sedbergh” - which sounds very respectable for a so-called “Widow” who must have been an unmarried
mother ... or was she 7 I could find no trace of the christening of an Elizabeth HADWIN or HADWEN in
Sedbergh at the appropriate date.

Eventually, Elizabeth HADWEN's Will gave me the clue [ needed and I was able to piece together the chain
of events:

The began in Lancashire in 1796 with the christening of Roger Clifton HADWEN, son of William
Walton HADWEN, schoolmaster of Over Wyresdale. Roger followed his father’s profession, obtaining the
post of Schoolmaster of Howgill School, at some time before 1840. One of his pupils, Robert WILSON,
wrote in his memuoir that Mr. HADWEN had been educated for the Church of England but had been unable
to pursue this career, "through intemperance, or some other misconduct” . Roger HADWEN seems in fact to
have been not only educated for the Church but actually to have been in Holy Crders, for he was described
in his Marriage and Death Certificates as “Clerk” and in his Will as “the Reverend Roger Clifton
HADWEN".
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Roger‘s marriage took place at Grayrigg in December 1840, when he was aged 44, to a bride sixteen years
younger - Elizabeth LAMBERT, daughter of George LAMBERT, a chair-maker of Patton, in Grayrigg Parish,
previously of Sedbergh. Roger and Elizabeth lived in one of the Mill Cottages in Howgill, just along the
lane from the School House. Their married life was short, childless, and, I suspect, rather troubled. “His
great eccentricities of character and his many quaint expressions made him almost proverbial in the neighbourhood, in
time his conduct and manner became so strange that it was evident to all that his mind was giving way, whick proved
only too true, for, instead of taking care of the school, he had to be taken care of himself by his friends, and in the course
of twelve months he died.” This was in December 1843. The cause of death was given as “apoplexy”, so
perhaps Roger had suffered a series of strokes.

Just over four years later, the widowed Elizabeth HADWEN slipped away to Kendal to give birth to a son,
Thomas. Her address at the date of the birth, 1 April 1848, was Wildman Street, Kendal but she returned
to Howgill a few months later and had her son christened there, privately. By 1851, and perhaps for some
time before, she and her little son lived in one of the two households at Low Branthwaites. Next door, in
the farmhouse lived the bachelor owner - 39 year-old John WARD, with his housekeeper and a farmhand.

On Census Day 1861, John WARD was still there but the other house at Low Branthwaites was unoccupied;
Elizabeth was staying as a visitor with the FOSTER family of Syke in Howgill, without her son. I have not
been able to find young master Thomas in the 1861 Census records. It was quite usual for boys from about
the age of 14 to leave home and work as hired farm hands but Thomas would have been just thirteen at that
time. I wonder if it is possible that his mother, being an “Independent Landed Proprietor” , had sent him
away to school. The land concerned was presumably that left to her by her unfortunate husband, whose
Will mentioned his “Messuages and tenements situate at Bank Head in Mansergh in the Parish of Kirkby
Lonsdale” as well as six shares in the Lancaster Canal Navigation.

John WARD was from a local farming family, the son of Richard and Eleanor WARD. His brother, James
married Jane ATKINSON, elder sister of Rowland ATKINSON of Crosedale Beck and Aunt of Agnes
ATKINSON, later WARD. James moved to Underwood in Dent, but John, born in 1813, remnained in
Howgill. In the Census records he is shown as occupier of the land at Low Branthwaites rather than owner,
although, from his Will, it appears that he owned the farm of Midge Hole in Howgill, which he left to his
nephew Richard. In the Will, made only ten days before he died, John left most of his property amongst his
nephews and nieces. But he also left a legacy of £60 to “Thomas HADWEN of Low Branthwaites”. No
relationship to Thomas is stated in the Will nor is there any reason given for the bequest.

Thomas HADWEN changed his surname to WARD within two years of the death of John WARD and, at
his marriage, described himself as “Thomas WARD, son of John”, It seems clear that John WARD was
Thomas‘s father and that John’s death triggered the change of name. But it is difficult to imagine the
relationship over the years when John WARD lived at Low Branthwaites Farmhouse and Elizabeth
HADWEN lived next door with their young son. Why did John and Elizabeth not marry, both being free
to do so ? Had there been a condition in Roger HADWEN’s Will under which Elizabeth could enjoy his
property only so long as she remained a widow, the situation would have been more understandable. But,
in fact, Roger left all his property to his “dear wife Elizabeth”, with no such condition. John WARD's Will
suggests that he looked favourably on Thomas but was not willing to acknowledge him as his son.
However, the position of the young widow must have been well known in the district. Being of
independent means, she was, presumably, at liberty to choose where she should live after Thomas's birth
and could have settled in a place where he would have been accepted as the son of her late husband. Yet
she chose to return to Howgill and to live next door to John WARD.

When Elizabeth HADWEN came to make her Will, in 1873, she appointed John's nephew Richard WARD
as one of her Executors and left her residuary estate to her “son, Thomas WARD” for life and thereafter to
his children. She left the six shares in the Lancaster Canal among her brothers and nieces - it was the
reference to her brother Robert LAMBERT, Butcher of Sedbergh, which enabled me to solve the puzzle of
her identity. Elizabeth HADWEN died in 1874, leaving an estate amounting to under £300. Ne land was
mentioned.

In 1871 Thomas WARD was described as a Landowner, employing one farmhand and one domestic servant.
Fifty years later, his obituary in the Westmorland Gazette stated that “he lived on his own holding, which he
farmed for over half a century”. It seems then that he had managed to purchase Low Branthwaites, perhaps
using his legacy from John WARD. In 1905 he was also farming Draw Well. He was a member of Sedbergh
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Rural District Council and of the Board of Guardians and, “for many years, was a capable and industrious
manager of the Howgill School” - a strange irony for the son of Elizabeth HADWEN whose husband’s career
in the same school had come to a sorry end.

Thomas and Agnes had six children at Low Branthwaites. Their son Thomas took over the tenancy of
Crosedale Beck Farm, after his uncle William ATKINSON’s death. When Thomas WARD died in 1921, the
Westmorland Gazette reported: “Mr. WARD, who was 73 years of age, had had indifferent health for some time, but
on the day of his death he was apparently no worse than usual, in fact he had just been remarking that he thought he
would have a walk as far as Lincoin’s Inn Bridge, abont half a mile away. No sooner had he said this than he had a
seizure and died almost immediately ... . Of a kindly nature and genial disposition, he was ever ready to help his
neighbours, and held the esteem and respect of the whole parish. The funeral took place on Sunday at Holy Trinity
Church, Howgill, and was attended by a large number of relatives and friends, many of whom were unable to enter the
Church which was filled to overflowing ..."
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THE POPULATION OF EARLY STUART DENTDALE

by Francis W. Stacey

We know exactly how many people lived in Dentdale after 1801 and when each subsequent Census was
taken at ten year intervals. From a figure of 1773 people in that year it rose to 2096 in 1871, an exceptional
figure reflecting the influx of labourers on the Settle to Carlisle Railway line. By 1991, the numbers had
dropped to a mere 655. Kevin Lancaster was the first of our local historians to make any estimates of the
size of the local population before any Census was taken [1]. Using copies of the Muster Roll which I
located in the Public Record Office and also the Hearth Tax of 1674, copies of which I brought back at his
request, he worked out the possible minimum and maximum sizes of population in 1539 and 1674. I am in
general agreement with his figures but wish now to explore an additional source of information to be found
in the Parish Registers of Baptisms, Marriages and Burials of which Kevin is producing a definitive
transcription {2].

Kevin Lancaster showed that all existing sources of evidence had their defects and have to be used with
caution. He quoted the number of ‘housling folk’ or communicants but thought that they produced
unreliable figures for the number of possible houses in Sedbergh. We do not in fact know how they were
compiled. A figure is given for Dentdale of 251 but we do not know whether this figure reflects the numbers
of males or the number of adults of both sexes or the numbers of householders. Nor do we know at what
age people were normally confirmed or the frequency at which the ceremony was performed in remote
places far from the residence of a bishop.

Ohur best source before the Census of 1801 is clearly the Muster Roll of 1539. This is a list of all males over
the age of sixteen called out with their military equipment on Bentham Moor along with others from
Clapham. To these names we can estimate additional numbers of men over 60, females over 16 and of
course, children under 16. Kevin Lancaster suggests a total figure for Dentdale of between 780 and 880,

1t is curious that the Sedbergh component of the Muster Roll is recorded quite differently from those of both
Dent and Garsdale. There the males are recorded not only as “above the church” and “below the church”
but most interestingly there is a subdivision which enumerates “yong men”. These were presumably
unmarried men still living and working for their parents at home or possibly with and for another employer
until they got married in their mid to late twenties. “Below the church” they formed almost exactly half the
total and “above the church” almost exactly one third. Such figures would suggest a considerably smaller
number of households existed than the Sedbergh "housling folk” figures of 346 would imply. A more
reasonable figure of about 200 would be indicated

If we apply a similar adjustment to the Dentdale figures of 321 at the Muster we would similarly get about
200 male householders and about 120 “yong men”. With an estimated household size of about 4.5 we
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would get a population of about 900 which is close to Kevin Lancaster’s suggested 780 to 880. Of course
we do not know many other relevant factors such as the extent to which many adults never married and so
did not form households or the amount of remarriage or the existence of a disproportionate number of
widows. Research has shown these to be generally high in peasant societies such as nineteenth century

Ireland [3]. However we must do the best we can and to some extent parish registers can often provide an
answer.

1539 1545
MUSTER ROLL “YONG MEN’ OTHER MALES HOUSLING
16 to 60
DENTDALE k¥4 120 (est.) 201 251
SEDBERGH 336 126 210 346

Our only source of population size between 1539 and 1673 lies in the Parish Registers of Baptisms, Burials
and Marriages. Some historians wax lyrical about these whilst others show varying degrees of scepticism
about their reliability. Unfortunately we lack the records for about the first three-quarters of a century for
Dentdale and for much longer in the case of neighbouring Garsdale [4]. Those for the main parish church
at Sedbergh go back a bit further but are particularly urweliable or even absent during periods of high
mortality, especially in 1623 when Dentdale experienced such a large number of deaths [5]. Some Dentdale
folk did not use one church exclusively, many in the lower part of the valley around Rash were inclined to
use Sedbergh Church and Garsdale folk often used that at Dent. Distance no doubt was often a factor but
perhaps there were also sentimental reasons or even dislike of the personality or political or religious
opinions of the Minister. During the Civil War records are particularly deficient when the government
ordered civil officials to take over the keeping of local records of baptisms, burials and marriages.

Professor Appleby has suggested that the population of northem England could well have doubled in
Tudor times only to reduce by 40% by the time of the Civil War [6]. We have lost the relevant evidence for
Dentdale but it seems likely that population did grow fast and force increasing sub-division of holdings
because of the practice of partible inheritance [7). An increasing use was also made of more marginal land
on the fellsides. Even before any expansion took place the population was clearly some 50% higher than it
is today some 450 years later. To what extent it was held back by occasional outbreaks of disease and
periods of extrerne dearth we do not know. It has been estimated that some two years in each decade fell
into such categories. Hartley and Ingleby state that “in late August 1553, long remembered as the ‘great sweat
time’, plague broke out in Dent” but unfortunately do not give us the source of this information [8]. Historians
seem to agree that early Stuart days were very unhealthy but a close examination of the Parish Registers for
Dent after 1611 suggests a static rather than a declining population.

In the forty years 1611 to 1650 some 1720 children were recorded as being baptised in Dent and some 1656
persons as being buried. Such a small excess of baptisms over burials at an average of less than two a year
is rather misleading. The number of baptisms varied considerably - from 29 to 61 per annum (ignoring one
very incompletely recorded year). Over the same forty year period the annual average of baptisms was
around forty-three whilst in each of the four decades the average only varied by one or two. However the
burial rate showed much greater variation and in the first of the decades baptisms exceeded the burials by
nearly ten a year. In the second decade burials exceeded baptisms by an average of around five a year
because of the very heavy threefold mortality of 1623.

1611 to 1620 1621t0 1630 | 1631to 1640 | 1641 to 1650
Average number of BAPTISMS p. a. 449 414 44.6 393
Average number of BURIALS p. a. 35.5 48.7 41.2 43.7

How much change, if any, in population size was caused by emigration out of the area or immigration into
the area is impossible to say.




It is often stated that the most reliable of parish records relate to marriages. For Dent these varied from
about half a dozen to some fifteen a year with an average of about eleven; the spring and summer months
were most favoured. If we divide the number of baptisms by the number of marriages we get a figure of
3.8, almost identical with the figures from all Lancashire parishes about this time, although quite a few
baptisms must relate to marriages performed before 1611 when our records begin [9]. Research elsewhere
suggests that significant numbers of people never married or married late in life and that many apparent
marriages were indeed remarriages after the death of one of the partners of the original marriage [10].

It would take a vast amount of effort to endeavour to reconstitute a significant number of families to see to
what extent such characteristics occurred in Dentdale at this period because of the lack of earlier records
and the difficulties in positive identification of s0 many entries, as will be illustrated later. It is a lamentable
fact that infant and child deaths figure so prominently in the records. If we accept that the entry “son of”
or “daughter of” normally refers to people under sixteen we find that these range from 35% to 63% of the
total deaths with half or more being quite common. Some of these are accompanied by the death of the
mother at the same time or shortly after. Some are recorded as “supposed child of” with the putative
father’s name or “base child of” with the actual mother’s name and in 1636 these reached some 10% of the
recorded burials. In a few cases attention to such details was, it would seem, omitted if the parents quickly
embarked on marriage.

One problem experienced with analysing evidence in the Parish Registers is demonstrated by reviewing
lists in the earlier Muster Roll some decades earlier. Here, for example, we find as many as 41 HODGSON
males over sixteen years but under 60. We do not know how many of these were married heads of
households but it is likely to reach double figures. Of the 41 HODGSONS no less than six had the Christan
name Miles, five were William and four Thomas. There were five James WILLANSs, four William
CAPSTICKSs, five John SEDGWICKs and five William BURTONSs. Some help at identification is occasionally
given by adding "the elder’ or the name of the property being farmed but often only a further reference to
any surviving wills can resolve such problems. Hence in the early registers after 1611 we have many
baptisms of children for whom we have no date of the marriage of the father, nor any idea of the mother’s
name nor any clue as to their respective ages at marriage. We know that some 25 adult male HODGSONs
died in the period under review but we do not know how many died bachelors nor can we easily find out
for certain how many children the married ones produced. Five John BURTONS, for example, were
baptised in as many years, four John CRAGGs in two years, eight John HODGSONS in five years. There
were similar numbers of frequent female names such as Isabel HODGSON and Margaret SEDGWICK. In
the burial records of the same period we find, in addition to the recorded deaths of twenty-five adult male
HODGSONSs, thirty-three “wife of” named male HODGSONS, seventy HODGSON children and eight
infants, and five female HODGSONs who presumably died as spinsters. There were similar figures for the
MASON family of 25, 36, 59, 14 and 8.

Where it is possible with some confidence to identify people positively in baptismal and marriage registers
it seems clear that while there may have been a few teenage marriages the majority of marriages took place
at a more mature age in the mid to late twenties or thirties. Unfortunately there are very few examples of
widows actually being named in the marriage registers and no cases of widowers but there are a few
examples of the word ‘alias’ being used in connection with some entries probably indicating that they were
a step-child. An article in the Sedbergh Historian of Spring 1995 shows that it is possible to reconstitute
some branches of families by the additional use of family wills [11]. The author writes “The wills told us that
three of my ancestors had married twice, with large families every time”. The first named HAYGARTH was
Thomas HAYGARTH of Chapell who apparently died in 1586 some twenty-five years before our surviving
Registers began. His grandson, another Thomas of Chappell, had nine children. One of his children, also
called Thomas ( of Broadfield ) 1613 to 1698 had seven children. Eldest sons were usually called after the
paternal grandfather. The Muster Roll was not available locally at the time this article was written but it
would have shown that there were eleven males called HAYGARTHE in 1539 one of these being Thomas.
Could this be the same Thomas as her earliest known ancestor ?

The parish records are far from perfect. Entries are occasionally repeated and there are, at times,
unfortunate gaps. Some entries are illegible because of damage and one or two cases exist when entries
differ from the second copy in the Bishops’ Transcripts. A few examples are given to illustrate some of the
comments made:-

22 June 1641 Thomas CROWDSON married
15 January 1644/5 John, son of Thomas CROWDSON baptised
18 February 1645/6 — a child of Thomas CROWDSON buried
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27 September 1646 Thomas, son of Thomas CROWDSON baptised

3 Februay 1648/9 John, son of Thomas CROWDSON of Lea Yeat buried

14 January 1651 Thomas CROWDSON buried

6 June 1619 John TENANT, “Our Minister’ married Mary BURTON

21 August 1619 — still-bomn child of Johm TENANT ‘Our Minister’ buried

22 June 1623 Grace, daughter of John TENANT “Cur Minister’ baptised
19 December 1624 Emma, daughter of John TENANT "Our Minister’ baptised
25 April 1627 John, son of John TENANT ‘Cur Minister’ baptised

27 November 1628 Isabel, daughter of John TENANT ‘Our Minister’ baptised
3 May 1628 John, son of John TENANT ‘Our Minister’ burfed

His successor, William WALLER, merely recorded as “Minister’ baptised three children but the son speedily
died leaving two surviving girls. As he took office during the Civil War the absence of the prefix “Our’
could well have some political significance.

30 January 1623/4 son of Thomas HODGSON buried

2 February 1623/4 son of Thomas HODGSON buried

3 February 1623/4 Jane, wife of Thomas HODGSON buried

5 Februaryi623/4 Robert, son of Thomas HODGSON buried
2 April 1624 William, son of Thomas HODGSON buried
13 November 1624 Thomas, son of Thomas HODGSON buried

A heart-breaking time for Thomas HODGSON !

To what extent do such statistics of baptisms, marriages and deaths assist us in estimating population size
at that period ? For this early Stuart part of the seventeenth century we can apply certain accepted
multipliers bearing in mind the complexities which may arise from Dentdale being a chapelry in the larger
parish of Sedbergh which also included Garsdale..

A Normally expected burial rates - 26 per 1000
Normally expected baptismal rates - 30 to 35 per 1000
Normally expected marriage rates - 1 marriage to 120 or 130 of population
B Average burials per year in Dentdale - 40
Average baptisms per year in Dentdale -43
Average number of marriages per year -11.5
C Estimate based on number of burials - 1540
Estimate based on number of baptisms - 1128 to 1433 - Average 1330
Estimate based on number of marriages - 1380 to 1494 - Average 1437
D Average of all the above estimates - 1436

Our next check upon possible population size is the Hearth Tax of 1673. For that date, Kevin Lancaster
estimates that the population of Dentdale had a minimum of 1060 and a maximum of 1590. An average of
these two figures is about 1325 only about one hundred fewer that my suggested figure of about 1436 for a
couple of decades earlier. One problem of making estimates for 1673 just from Parish Registers is that by
then Non-conformity had come into existence locally and it will require a considerable amount of additional
research to establish the numbers of, for example, Quakers and the degree to which they used any of the
Church of England services. In some respects, too, the Registers become more informative, for example, in
indicating whether women were spinsters or widows at the time of marriage. They also indicate the cause
of death in the two significant outbreaks of smallpox and we may be able to find out if reducing mortality
rates or increasing fertility rates, caused possibly by earlier marriage, contributed most to further growth of
population to the size indicated in the first Census. One thing is clear, that the population of Dentdale in
early Stuart days was at least twice as large as it is today and would increase further in the next one hundred
and fifty years when a proper Census was taken.



1]

(2]

3]
[4]
[5]
(6}

(7]
(8]
[9]
[10]
(11]
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SEDBERGH AND DISTRICT HISTORY SOCIETY

The Society exists to encourage interest in and the study of the Local History of Sedbergh, Dent, Garsdale and the
surrounding area. We hold a regular programme of Talks, Qutings, Social Occasions and Spedial Events. These are
backed up by criginal researches into the history of the district, published in this annual illustrated Journal along,
with regular Newsletters which are sent to all members.

QOur Society is run by local people for everyone who wants to learn more about the area, its inhabitants and their
past. Membership is national and international as well as local and new members are always welcome.

WINTER LECTURES are normally held on the first and third Wednesdays every month from October to March,
usually in the Hall of Settlebeck High School. SUMMER QUTINGS vary from Local Walks, to Afterncon Outings,
Full Day Excursions and Coach Trips.

THE SEDBERGH HISTORIAN the Journal of the Society is issued annually and carries a wide range of interesting
and authoritative articles and reports on current researches. Newsletters, Programmes and Circulars are sent to all
members regularly, ensuring that everyone is kept up-to-date with our activities. All members are welcome to
contribute articles, notes and letters for any of our Publications.

There is now a HISTORY SOCIETY ROOM in the Sedbergh Community Office, Main Street, SEDBERGH situated
above the Yorkshire Dales Tourist Information Centre. It is usually open from 10.00 am to 4.00 pm, Mondays to
Fridays. Parish Registers, Monumental Inscriptions, Deeds, Wills, Census Returns and our archive of photographs
are generally kept there for the use of both members and the public. However, you should always contact an officer
of the Society before embarking on a long journey. More specialised material can be left at the Office by request.
A full set of past publications is kept at the Office for reference, and those which are still in print are available for
sale. To enquire as to whether the History Room will be open on a particular date please ring 015396 20504.

SUBSCRIPTIONS to the Society fall due on October 1st each year. If you are joining after March you can have your
membership backdated to the last October 1st and receive the current Sedbergh Historian if you wish. In this case
your subscription will be renewable on the next October 1st. Alternatively you may forgo the current issue in
which case your subscription will be valid until October of the following year. For 2000/0% Single Membership
costs £10.00, Family Membership, £12.00 and Overseas Membership, £15.00. If you want to join please write to the
Membership Secretary, currently Richard Cann at the address given below.

I you are in the area you can join the Society in the History Society Room.
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1989

1990

1991

1992

1993

1994

1995

1996

1997

1998

1999

Wills of Edmond Guye and Henry Guy of Hollin Hill; John and Robert Heblethwaite of Archers Hall;
Samuel Archer of Fluckey; John and George Nelson of Picthill in Garsdale. Sedbergh in the 1840s;
Mackereth Hill, Cautley; Barth, Dent; A Walk in the Lune Valley; Two Dales of Ground in Soolbank;
Revenue and Expenditure of Hornby Castle; Garsdale National Elementary School; Report of the
County Medical Officer; Customnal of the Manors of Sedbergh and Lenacre in Dent, 1569; The
Workhouse Master from Dentdale; The Clouds

Wills of Sir John and Braithwaite Otway; Edward Guy of Halifax; James Fawcett of Beckside in Cautley;
and Charles Atkinson of Borrad. Navvies at Dent Head; Ingmire Hall; Walk around Frostrow; Petition
to the Assize Justices from Sedbergh; Moss in Frostrow; Marriage of Mrs E. Blades; Borwen Head, Dent;
Bridges in Sedbergh; Swarthgill Sunday School; A Quaker Marriage.

Wills of Edward Ratcliffe, Thomas and Ellianor Hadwen, George Fawcett of Stonehall and Daniel
Tennant of Garsdale Foot; Deeds of Evans House and Ashbeckgill; Peat Potts on Bluecaster; Mill Sites
around Sedbergh; Dr Batty’s Day Book; Sale of Leonard Haygarth's Goods; A Letter from America.

Wills of William Thistlethwaite of Dent, Mr Francis Cowper of Dowbiggin Foot and John Spicer of
Eastbanks, Dent; Short List of Documents held by SDHS; Window Tax for Sedbergh, 1728 and 1738;
Church of 5t. Gregory, Vale of Lune.

Wills of Edmund Bland the Younger and Edmund Bland the Elder of Hollin Hill, James Davis, Solicitor;
Jurors in 1741; Dent’s Earliest Deed; Poll Tax of 1379; Additions to the SDHS Archive; Sedbergh and
Dent in the Court of Augmentations Records; The Kendal Mercury; The Sedbergh Pest; Sedbergh
Market.

Survey of Bridges; Sedbergh’s Public Houses; White Horse alias the Blue Ball; Oral History; Local
Marriage Bonds; Howgill Excavation; Kendal Weekly Mercury; Dent Burial Register; Baliol School; Dent
Apprenticeship Indentures; Will of William Jackson; Crosedale Beck in Howgill; Sedbergh Rectory;
More Newspaper Cuttings.

Whereabouts of Local Wills; Wills of William and Agnes Dent of Cautley, Myles Archer of Kendal;
William Adamthwaite Mackever; Muster Roll, Hearth Tax; Miles Leighton of Dumfries; Garsdale
Wesleyan Methodist Church; House on Bun Row; Bellow, Thwaite Head and Pikehill in Garsdale ( 1584
to 1739 }; Lune Side Agricultural Society; Deeds at Wakefield; Master of the Workhouse.,

Wills of Mark Rumney, Vicar of Dent and James Heblethwaite of the Flowered Busk, Extent of Manor
of Sedbergh; Local Slave Trade; Aikrigg and Stone Park, Killington; Holme in Middleton; Crosedale
Excavation Update; Hearth Tax; Messuages and Tenements; The Laws of Garsdale; A Walk through
Dowbiggin; Repeal of the Corn Laws; Bitch Hill Smithy in Dent.

Wills of James Dawson of Grassholme Blade in Garsdale, Joseph Holme of Sarthwaite in Dowbiggin
and James Sedgwick of Ingmire. Emigration to New Zealand in the 1860s; Dentdale's Earliest
Inhabitants; Livestock in 1736; Longthwaite / Thwaite in Howgill; Cockersand Abbey; Site of Barth Mill;
Mottes and Baileys in the Lune Valley; Documents relating to Garsdale; Deeds of Gileses, Saltergills,
Badgerdub, Pikehill and Crossthwaite, all in Garsdale; Slate Quarry in Dentdale; Guy Fawkes Night in
Dent.

Will of John Cowper of Pedgecroft; Local Record Offices, Addresses and Contact Numbers; Lady
Elizabeth Otway; Ancient Enclosures on Crag Side; Place-names of Sedbergh, Garsdale and Dent (1), (2),
(3); Graveyard Recording Group Update; Local Heritage Initiative - Howgill Project (1); Blirtses in
Lower Garsdale; Manor of Sedbergh Admittances in 1469.

Will of James Wadeson of Broadyeat in Dowbiggin; Place-names of Sedbergh, Garsdale and Dent (4);
Eastern Soolbank ¢1280; Sedbergh Market, an Update; Beckfoot and Crook of Lune in Howgill; Local
Heritage Initiative - Howgill Project (2); Bee Boles and Allied Structures; Thomas and Grace Nelson;
Reports in the Westmorland Gazette; Manor of Sedbergh V

The Newsletters and the Sedbergh Historian are now edited by a board consisting of Kevin J. Lancaster, Francis W.
Stacey and Joyce Scobie. If you have any correspondence relating to the Society’s Publications please write to
Kevin ]. Lancaster, Fellgate, Dowbiggin, SEDBERGH, Cumbria LA10 5LS.

If you would like to contribute an Article to next year’s Sedbergh Historian, please et us know as soon as possible.

Because of the long lead time involved with publications such as this we must have finished articles on or before
November 1st.






